5th Jan *75 


Ann dear, 

I’ve run out of note paper AND typing paper 
whence Jane was unable to type SCREED yesterday. 

The map will reproduce. Will's (I’ve not met him) 
trouble is its size and if he reduce’s it to fit your page 
it will certainly be illegible. I should have made it clear, 
(i assumed you would) that only the Fitzrovian part, of what 
I was executing to cover the first volume of memoirs, was 
meant for reproduction. Or was it the lettering? 

I've always been bored (and Blackie has always 
agreed) by the sameness of everyone's calligraphy who's 
been brought up on Arrighi's Operina . the first manual of 
the Chancery hand from which, from the Vatican where Arrighi 
was a scribe, originate the 'white letters' which we use 
today^as contrasted to the black Gothic and the Capital 
Roman of Rome. You could substitute Anne Ridler's handwriting 
for Ruthven Todd's or Duncan Grant's, I am inventive . or 
rather it expresses me, plucked out of my blood stream 
whence my 'wild', free lettering for Pierre Seghers' POKSI]?, 
exhibited at the V & A The Art of the Bookjacket/ : >< T^ian' 
Ridler printer to the O.U.P* lectured about it for "Some time 
at the London School of Printing and told me with enthusiasm 
(and without any prompt-impulse in our conversation to 
provoke it) that he still owned that jacket. This was about 
30 years after the event. So Will must not be worried about 
ra Y taste in design which was commented on a few months ago 
in the O.U.P. book Keith Douglas and Edward Lucie-Smith in ACs 
1 ^ brochure The Book and the Artist a few years back^as 
elsdwhere. Tambi as designer . BahJ That I have to repeat 
all this I 




As for Ruthven's map itfe not usable since he NEVER 
knew Buhler's (this tiny place only qj 

our meeting place through Tony's article on/ 

Magazine - the only source of info, on Fitz - besides Jplian's 
book where Buhler's won't be mentioned since in his time she 
had moved on to Old Compton St. — she was bashed on the head 
by a hq^I‘«-up man and she movedj - no logic l ) 1 y-. m un ) 

Rivvy has Buhler's at Corner of Rathbone Place and Rathbone ^^yc^^'s 


streets Away from the Seala Theatre, 

of FITZROVIA. Buhler's was in this build 
of Scala & Goodge Streets. By which e 
misplacing of the pubs of Fitzrovia in 


A PROMINENT LANDMARK 

lding at the corner 
evidence and the 
his opening text 


Rivvy, the walking^ encyclopedia of r :is-ii^£prmation, is for 

the second time prjojy ing himself aaMmE£3&hnf cheat t the first 
ghastly time being*when he stole Dylan's suitcase from the 
Chelsea Hotel after his death and read his last unfinished 
poem at a memorial meeting,I attended^telling everybody 
Dylan had given it to him. Vernon Watkins was furio^^s fvith 
Rivvy when I wrote to him asking for this fragment for 
printing in PLNY No. 1 and I am asking Vernon's literary 
executnrg Tor my letter to him and his reply to it - I feel 
, at’rleast, the first has been preserved - if V's 
reply wa| written by hand. Really his map and opening 
text are useless as a guide to Fitzrovia. 

(By the way, is your friend going to lend me 
Julian's book)? 


Cont'd. 
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To replace map which is unnecessary since the text 
is quite clear, and only 114, 94 Grafton Way, Howland, 

Fitzroy St., Madam Buhlers and Fitzroy Tavern - of 
Fitzrovia are^entioned, I am enclosing an initial tixsi 
letter for^w first line of piece for rinting - failing 
use of this the Ricatype ornament ’Lyrebird* which I used 
on the cover of Poetry in Wartime I compile/ for T.S. Eliot^ 
(he commissioned an annual anthology and they de-materialized 
since Nicholson and Watson bought all my literary services)* 
on ads for this publication^and on the descriptive tail - ^ 

piece of the first PL book published by the Lyrebird Press, 
which was designed by me. Lyrebird won ONE of the TWO 
awards given Britain (An Eagle in Silverj) at the Nice 
International Book Fair. So Will must not woj^^^japut 
typographical and calligraphic taste of ) I am responsible 

for. 




Love, 

Tambi 


And now onjto cutting 462 lines from the SCREED. Cut 132 
la.st night and I feel sad as much as yourself that^^ie^^^^ 
spontaneous flow of the narrative (which was its^literary 
style^)ai%d—will be somewhat muted in your journal 
though it will be enhanced by your sober, beauty-salon 
production full of beautiful ladies, aristocrats, Arabian 
Night s perfumes>and conservative (or classic?) good taste - 
which I should imagine is ^fe^PTgeur . If Tito wakes up in 
time I f ll tr^gsgjiJ^^his through him - so that we won 1 1 waste 
time today^j a » t^r f this well-worn ground of author’s 
grousing, which you must be only too familiar w r ith. 


T. 










Tuesday, 6.45 a.rn. 
New Year's Eve, 1974. 


Dear A., 


the glass bell of my 
matter creating its 

include 


Before you walked into 
reminiscing - with the subjpct 

Time-boggling style (surely a phrase we must 
in People. ¥hy Don't You Take Your Clothes Off If£is 
that how Potts makes his language, rolling each word on 
his tongue £±n£^he wants - the Pottsian 

ring - t n - ec e . . came r into 'my head jiust now as I went 
to the kitchen to male my morning tea) '"see how long my 
sentences get - don 1 1 worry they*11 be easy to read on 
the printed pa e - you see, I see^noi^ how lan- uage is 
born to lit, ha! ha! - I ha.d no person outside to peek in, 
surely a contradiction when you have just walks a 'Tn~! I 
think what I have felt is my present lively style is due 
to the fact that l telescope all three forms of time into 
the writing moment - you will see the logic of my style 


why I mu s t 
last night - 
present and 
its liveliness 


when I ! ve completed the piepe - and that is 
think hard before I accept what you decided 
to cut out the intermingling of time, past, 
future to ease the narrative i.e. to modify 
its spontaneous flow since Time past and Time future are in 
the Eternal Present! I think I said in my ’First Letter* 
in PL (l had a sense of Mission) "that a man would have to 
write a hundred paragraphs with a hundred hands at the 
same instant to represent reality truly' 1 - one hundred is 
an Indian way of saying "Infinite^ - that God with a hundred 


faces, or names, or functions 
the 1001 names. 


L 




u r - One 


! I ! 


Shiva with 


And now on to my first reading of THE SCREED today 
which may take me well beyond lunch time. More later. 

In the meantime welcome to the Club of Bernard Stone's 
Kensington Church Walk Ramblers* **~*eh I made Judy Taylor a 
member long ago! 'And please ask Frank Cass to let you have 
a set of PL out of the 9 sets he still owes me, ¥e can't 
afford the price, 

I've read the SCREED. I think you have done a jolly 
good job of editing, extracting those bits which make a 
continuous bead necklace for your readers. Like the way 
you've dove-tailed the two paras on Redvers Gray. It 
tickles me that I am having my literary birth in Harper's 
and Queen . When I was born I was born between two titties. 

But this birth. W0¥* I must be the avatar of a Turkish 
paSaa, I seem to be writing yet another bit of Memoirs 
for you. I'll copy it in case it helps explain my style 
of writing in a PREFACE^or another page of Vol. 1. of i 
reminis'a^ing . Am I being brash? 


T. 


*1 believe in episodic freedom and free river-running flow 
of events with whirlpools of stories within stories 
completing their circles (life is cyclic!) creating a 
new rythm and new balances of episode on episode, images 
on images (Dylan's "Breeding of Images") which has nothing 
to do with Aristotle's unity. 

























3 May 1972 


Mr Thaurisinghniij Tambirnuttu, 
HI, Government Flats, 
Bambalapitiya, 

Colombo, 

CEYLON. 


My dear Bingham, 

Yogarajah, Ambika and I had a very pleasant time with Anthony Dickens, who 
remembers you well, last Sunday in Richmond. Tony has been pressing me 
for the past two years to supply him with some material for an article he wants 
to write for THE GENEALOGIST, the leading genealogical magazine in 
England. I think I told you some three years back how I lost most of my 
valuable papers, including a manuscript of GANGA VAMSA by Baddy. I was 
wondering whether you could provide me with another copy of GANGA VAMSA, 
as well as those articles which appeared in the Ceylon Daily News, also 
"The Family Tree" which was lost. I provided Tony with the items that 
appeared on 4855 and 9855 , which I have managed to dig out from duplicate 
copies I had stored in the U. S. 

I am seeing quite a lot of Yogarajah and Ambika, as they may have told you, 
and I shall be writing to you again shortly as soon as I have made enquiries as 
to how we could get you a Scholars Visa for this country so that you could 
continue with your work in the BM and the India Office. 








P. Tambimuttu. Esq., 

HI Government Flats, 

Bambalapltiys, 

Colombo, 

Ceylon. August 17th, 1972 


My dear Singham, 

Many thanks for sending me the cutting from the CEYLON OBSERVER. 

I am glad to hear that you're now retired from the Government Service 
and are thinking of researching in the B. M. and India Office to further 
your historical and Tamil studies. Your piece on Ceylon in Collier's 
Encyclopaedia was so original and educational for me that I hope that 
you’ll be able to provide me with what I have long wished far a true 
version of the history of Ceylon. As you know I had a Department of 
Tamil Studies in the American Institute far Oriental Studies that I was 
blue-printing with Clarence Decker of Farleigh Dickinson University. 

I'm glad that someone in our family is carrying on Uncle Gnana Prakaser' 
work. I am looking forward to seeing you in London. 

I had dinner with Pushpam and Lucy on my birthday at Old Windsor. Lucy 
and Pushpam' s son played Ketelby s "In a Monastery Garden" on the piano 
and organ, which I found most moving and was transported to more than a 
half a century back, to Colombo. Lucy' s on her way to visit her daughter 
in Los Angeles - she's expecting her second child, but I'll be seeing her 
again cm my return from the States cm September 19th. I will, of course, 
be glad to put you up in my apartment, which although it is small could 
take another bed. 

I see your son quite often and am sending you some more press cuttings 
under separate cover. 


With love to you and the family. 
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Excerpt from a letter to Shakuntala from Tambi 4/17/78 


The original letter is lost, but the following is the part of it copied by me into my journal because I 
was so moved by it. 

“I must say your letter impressed me very greatly - so well written and I could feel the way your 
mind worked as you chose words and phrases and expressed thoughts. 

‘Good gracious, she has mv mind (along with the Smiths of course!)’, I thought. Honestly. 

I am afraid we are very similar people and you are truly my daughter.” 



40 Priory Road 
London N8 7®X 


1 September 1985 


Dear Jo 

I am extremely sorry that I .-never replied to your very 
kind letter of* 5th October, and you must have felt very 
disappointed and hurt. The truth is that for the past 
few months I have been suffering from depression, brought 
on by the uncertainties of my working life coupled with the 
sheer enormity and complexity of my outside work activities 
concerned with the Indian Arts Council, which Tambi founded 
Jual? bwfloew hfrsdded, and worries over the storing ot Tambi*s 
archives and many other matters. This had the effect of 
plunging me into a viscious circle of worry and guilt about 
certain matters and the more I delayed replying to letters 
the harder it was to write them. I can only hope you will 
understand and forgive me. 

I was very grateful to receive all the enclosures you sent 
me, and I hope very much that your volume on Tambi's Ceylon 
poems is progressing well. 

Despite my problems, the Indian Arts Council has made great 
progress, and we are keeping our fingers crossed for the 
acquisition of an art gallery in Marchmont Street(incident¬ 
ally one of the first streets in London where Tambi lived 
when he first came to England^, for which we have been 
promised many thousands of pounds from the Greater London 
Council here if we manage to negotiate the lease for the 
gallery. However, the work has all been very intense and 
urgent and as Secretary I have had to do all the minuting 
of meetings, writing of important letters, filling in 
application forms for funding, etc*, which from time to 
time I have felt would almost bring me to craoking up. It 
means so much to me because it was Tambi*s last great project 
which meant so much to him, in which he saw the completion 
of his work, which is why I have put so much into it. I am 
enclosing the brochure of the art competition we held for 
all secondary school children in the Greater London Area, 
for your interest. 

On t op of all this I moved house in November, which brought 
many problems with it in itself, but it has enabled me to 
move all Tambi*s archives to a special room in my flat 
where I can work on them, and where Shakuntala can visit 
me and work with me. 



I have been through so much during ’the past year, but am 
now at a point where I have 'come out the other side* as 
it were (almost a transition) which I feel Tambi understands 
and am most anxious to try to put right delays which have 
caused me so much distress. 

I will try to locate "Nataraja" for you, if you have not 
by now obtained a copy. The archives are still not thoroughly 
sorted, and there may not be a copy here, but someone else 
may be able to help and I will try my best for you. In the 
archives there are copies of many of Tambi 1 s short stories 
and articles, including quite a few about Tambi"s childhood 
in Ceylon, I have discovered some 15 short stories, which 
Tambi had planned to put together as part of his memoirs, 
some of which were published in American journals, and I 
will be happy to send you copies. However, one that I 
don't have, is Stone House, and I am wondering whether you 
have a copy? I am enclosing for you a copy of "Great 
Grandfather and the Devels". 

I would appreciate it very much if you could let me know 
the state of the volume of Tambi"s Ceyion poems, so that 
I can write to Shakuntala about it. She owns the copyright 
in all Tambi"s writings and her formal approval should be 
obtained, although I am quite sure that she would have no 
objection whatsoever to what you are doing, and would Indeed 
applaud it. 

At this particular point I am now very anxious to bring to 
completion the Festschrift for Tambi. I have many contribu¬ 
tions and it will be a wonderful volume when it is complete, 
with poems, reminiscences, and illustrations from a wide 
spectrum of Tambi"s friends, both famous and unknown, and 
I am naturally most anxious to have contributions from 
Tambi*s family. Is there any chance you may be able to 
write something, however short? It would not be complete 
without your contribution and I know Tambi would dearly have 
wished a contribution from you. I am determined to make the 
Festschrift the best we can possibly do, an almost Impossible 
task to really do justice to Tambi*s wonderful life and work. 
It is a one-off thing which will never be done again, and 
I hope very much that you will send me something, for Tambi*s 
sake, 

During this past two years since Tambi"s passing, I have 
felt him very close to me in all my endeavours, and at times 
can feel him there guiding and encouraging me, and I know 
he understands the problems I have encountered, and will 
help me to progress matters now in Irhe right way, as he is 
with you too in what you are doing. 

Dear Jo, please try to forgive me for not writing to you for 
so long. I am hoping so much now. that we can correspond 
regularly and encourage and help ‘each other in keeping 
Tambi"s memory alive from Ceylon to England. I am enclosing 
for you the moving Francis Scarfe Elegy, toe late for your 
purposes now, I am afraid, but I know you wi^l wish to have it. 

Hoping that this letter brings warmth to you in the atmosphere 
of your troubled country around you, 

* 


40 Priory Road 
London N8 7EX 


1 * 


4th May, 1987 


Dear Joe 

I do hope you are well and that life is treating you well. 

I am still very much hoping you will send me something for 
Tambi's book. It has built up into the most wonderful 
tribute to him, with prose pieces representing every period 
of his life. Vhat is so wonderful is that all the pieces 
cohere together in a quite magical way, illuminating Tambi’s 
great spirit and the essence of his life and work as a bridge 
between the great cultural heritage of the Indian suh-continent 
and the Western world. 

I am at the moment preparing the whole book for presentation 
to a publisher, and as well as prose pieces and poems there 
will be some magnificent artwork incJuding sketches of Tambi 
by people like Feliks Topolski. I know you will be very moved 
and very proud when it comes out, Joe, and am hoping you will 
want to be a part of it. Contributions from Tambi’s family 
are important because you can give your memories of him in a 
way no-one else can and this ieuld be quite vital because the 
book will be of unique biographical and historical interest. 

It has been a long, arduous struggle to bring the book to this 
point, and I have been battling against many things to reach 
this stagO and it is a real labour of love on my part, I 
really do need the encouragement and support of Tambi's family 
and I do hope you will write to me. Tambi put a very great 
responsibility on my shoulders, and I loved him very dearly 
and the most important thing in the world for me is to fulfil 
his wishes. He wanted very much to be remembered and this book 
will be a lasting tribute to him in the form he most loved. 

Also, Joe, I am wondering how you have progressed with gathering 
Tambi’s poems together. The main responsibility Tambi gave me 
was to gather all his works together and see that they are 
published in the best possible way. I was delighted that you 
were gathering his poems written in India and Ceylon and I fully 
accept that he wished you to do this. After all, who could do 
it, and who best, than you. However, I do have a formal 
responsibility, Joe, as Tambi’s Literary Executor, and it is 
my duty to co-ordinate what is happening. It is not an easy 
task for me, as Tambi’s work and its evidence is scattered 
across the world. It is also lonely, because I have to 
achieve so much on tny own, and there are many people who are 
after their own ends around me and care more about themselves 
and their own importance in the London literary scene than 
really about Tambi, and I have to maintain my independence 
from them and Employ all my diplomacy to maintain my own 
independence of judgement and purity of intent. It would be 
a great comfort to me, Joe, to have your support in this, 
because I feel you would understand the task that I wish to 
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and the aloneness of being true to one’s own intuition, which 
was why Tambi trusted me, and you too, at your end, and why we 
must co-operate. Also, it is my legal duty to gather together 
as much of Tambi's writings as possible and ensure their 
publication in the best possible way for Shakuntala's financial 
benefit. Therefore if I take it on trust that you are publishing 
his India and Ceylon poems and writings in Ceylon according to 
his wishes that you do this, which I could certainly understand 
Tambi doing, then in return it would be helpful and, I think, 
fair to let me know how your plans are progressing andtbeftd me 
the material so that I can gradually build up a complete collec¬ 
tion of Tambi’s writing and ensure that it is published in a 
systematic and the best possible way here.in the U.K. for 
Shakuntala’s benefit, and for the benefit of Tambi’s memory 
and his estate generally 4 in terms of the interest it will 
create. It is my legal duty to sort these things out properly, 
Joe, otherwise Shakuntala could criticise me for ijiot co-ordinating 
matters properly and knowing what is going on, si'do hope yeu64& 
co-operate tri&bthier over this as I am certain Tambi would have 
wished. Also, if you are able to send me a copy of the letter 
Tambi wrote you to which you referred in a previous letter, 
naturally it would be helpful for me to see,ibut put please 
don’t worry about all this, Joe, it’s just that I need you to 
keep me informed and Send me the material, and I feel sure 
you'll understand. 

Also, Tambi published four books of poetry before he left 
Ceylon in 1938: Songs of Childhood , Songs of Youth . Tone Patterns 
and Ochl I have a photocopy of Tone Patterns as Paulinus lent 
me his copy, but I am very keen to obtain copies of the others 
if they exist. Any of this material, Joe, as well as the poems, 
Ceylon articles and Tambi's musical compositions, I would be 
extremely grateful if you could send me and indeed I would be 
much indebted to you. I realise that the cost of photocopying 
is expensive and naturally I would be willing to pay for this. 

I do hope very much that you will help me with all this, Joe. 

I feel you are the only one who really can. For Tambi's sake 
it is so important that I gather together as complete as possible 
an archive of his life’s work, and Shakuntala's sake also, and 
build it all up together as a complete whole archive represent¬ 
ing Tambi's life’s work. I am convinced that after Tambi's 
wonderful tribute book comes out there will be much interest 
in him stimulated here in London, and in years to come people 
will want to do research on him and his work and therefore it 
is important that Tambi’s archives are as complete a source as 
possible. The potential for publicity and promotion of Tambi's 
book here are enormous, in all forms of the media, and I believe 
this book will be a catalyst for much more interest to come, or 
rather, a revival and stimulation of further interest in him. 

If you can send me Tom Ramanathan's address that would also be 
very helpful. Please do send me your contribution for Tambi's 
book, Joe - I would be so delighted, I have sent Paulinus a 
transcript of the speech he gave at the memorial tribute to 
Tambi at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, so that he can edit it and 
send it back to me. Probably by now Paulinus might have played 
to you the tape of this tribute to Tambi, which I am sure you 
will have found very moving, chrys has also promised to write 
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something, hnd I should very much like all three of you to be 
represented. 

Please forgive the length of this letter - I had intended to 
make it shorterI 

Please do write to me soon. 

With my very best wishes to you, and hoping life is treating 
you well. 


40 Priory Road 
London N8 7EX 


11th February 1986 


Dear Joe 

You *ve no idea how cheered I was to receive your last letter, 
sent in November, and must apologise again for the delay in 
replying, due to the usual pressure of all my activities as 
well as a full time job, especially the Indian Arts Council 
which Tambi founded just before be died. It is going from 
strength to strength, with a lot of struggle, and we acquis ed 
two days before Christmas our first premises in London, in 
Marchmont Street, one of the first streets in London where 
Tambi had digs when he first came to London in 1938i We are 
now a registered charity and have many exciting plans, and 
are steadily increasing our circle of members, well-wishers 
and friends. 

I was so very sorry to hear of your awful experiences being 
mugged, and do hope you are alright now. I telephone Paulinus 
and told him and he wanted me to read your letter over to him, 
which I did. I gather Paulinus will be going to Ceylon in June 
and so he will be able to regail you with all the news. 


I had a long telephone conversation with Shakuntala at the 
weekend (i dread to get the billI) She is very concerned for 
your happiness and peace of mind, and wishes she could pluck 
you right out of your unhappiness to somewhere where you would 
be happy. She tells me you are her 'absolute favourite uncle*. 


I have just taken the week off work to concentrate specially 
on the Festschrift for dear Tambi. It has taken a long time 
to prepare, but I believe it will be a wonderful book and very 
valuable in several ways. Ve are at present preparing a 
prospectus to send to publishers and feel sure that with all 
the interesting names included, and the unique way in which 
it will illuminate Tambi*s wonderful life, it will be a tempting, 
’prestigious* proposition. Dear Joe, please , please iry and 
write something for it of your memories of Tambi - it is so 
important to have something from you and won't be complete 
without it. Even if it is just a page or two - it need not 
be very long. I know it is diificult to settle down to this 
sort of thing, but it will be worth it, and you will be very 
glad you did it - after all, this volume will be Iyntt? done 
once and it would be such a shame of it did not include 
something from you. 


How is your collection of Tambi's Ceylon poems and writings 
coming along. Shakuntala and I are looking forward to seeing 
copies of what you have collected. You are doing Tambi a 
great service in doing this. He was always very proud of his 
country and his heritage, and what you are doing is a very 
important contribution to the chronicle of his life and work. 

By the way, sorry I spelt Joe without the 'e* - you are quite 


right! 


Do please let me know very soon whether you will 
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Mr. and Mrs. Fred Busi 
108 Grozier Road 


1A Thorney Court 
London W8. 


Cambridge 
Mass. USA. 

My dear Esta and Fred, 

I was going to set a new poem for Andre-Isak on a type¬ 
setting machine on my return from France, where I was for 
about two months pioneering for Apple Magazine; but unfor¬ 
tunately I freaked out in Avignon where I had gone to meet 
Lawrence Durrell, and landed up in hospital for five weeks 
I lost all my money before I returned to the void of 
London, which is the reason you have not heard from me. 

I am trying to float Apple Magazine here and if I fail 
I'll return to Paris. A kiss for Shakuntala and Andre-Is^ 


LOVE, LOVE, LOVE 
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PEOPLE 


TAMBIMU TTU 


AV t HAT manner of man is this Tambnnu 
poet, publisher, designer? Now bad 
Ceylon, this rather bizarre personality is su 
worth a considered assessment. For he set 
either to be misunderstood or not to 
understood at all. 

How much is known of him? 

First name among the “TV 
in English schools—“The 
500 to 1942“ by 
Gillett—is Taml 
prominent names 

chose the cover 
London” for their cover- 
for the period. 

In a textbook used 
universities, 


coverer and nurturer of poets. 
Here, again, are the credentials. 
A recent American anthology edit¬ 
ed by Kenneth Rexroth says: 

“Strictly within the field of poetry 
the magazine that has moved the 
most mountains is Tambimuttu’s 
‘Poetry London’. In the first issue, 
on the very eve of 


in a textbook used 
Literature of England 
Entwistle and Eric 
He is mentioned among 
-- as a promising young poet. 

The British Council, in ttieir “Poetry Since 1939” 
of Tambimuttu’s “Poetry 
-as the appropriate symbol 

in American and English 
> a book which has gone into seven edi- 
Vnon’ *H,den “d After: The Liberation of Poetry 
19o0—1941 , the last chapter, “The Liberation of 
Poetry , is about Tambimuttu. 

.. . If y° u look at the “Penguin Anthology of Re¬ 
ligious Verse” you will find names like Gerard Man- 
ley Hopkins, Thomas Hardy, T. S. Eliot, D. H. Law¬ 
rence, G. K. Chesterton—and Tambimuttu. 

Those, in brief, are the credentials of Tambi¬ 
muttu—poet. It is not everyone who cares to read 
him—or who can read him. But that can be said of 
almost every poet. The fact remains that this 
young man from Ceylon has earned a worthy place 
in modern poetry. * ✓ 

m S ut !? ere is an even mor e important part of 
Tambimuttu and poetry. I mean his role of 


war, Tambi 
published 4 a ‘letter’ which sounded less like a 
literary manifesto than a series of excerpts 
from the Tao Te Ching and Chuang Tzu. 
Speaking as an oriental, with perfect confidence 
in his non-European background, he was able to 
marshal a ‘history’ of Western civilisation in 
terms of causes, diagnosis, pathology remedies, 
behaviour and prognosis, with a cogency and 
insight which very few English poets could have 
mustered. The effect seems to have been gal¬ 
vanic. Poets rallied to him immediately. For 
all the years of the war he published the best 
verse and the newest verse in England. With¬ 
out Tambimuttu the picture might have been 
different, more like America where the genera¬ 
tion that came up during the war is still strug¬ 
gling for a hearing”. 

Tambimuttu has been publishing for eleven 
years in England. He started with £5 capital and 
launched the first number of Poetry London with 
his friend and collaborator, Anthony Dickins, grand¬ 
son of the famous orientalist. After six numbers 
the publishers were chasing him. He came to 
terms with one firm and all through the war his in¬ 
fluence in the publishing world as a discoverer cf 
new talent was considerable. 

His Poetry London authors have included 
Wyndham Lewis, Jacques Maritain, David Gascoyne, 
Kathleen Raine, the Spanish dramatist Lorca and 
Keith Douglas. 

Then there is Tambimuttu, designer. For this 
rpan was not just an ordinary publisher of books 
without regard to style in typography or the art of 
the book cover. “Graphis”, the Swiss art maga¬ 
zine, in its number on British book production dur¬ 
ing the yrar years gave the first 24 pages to one of 
Tambimuttu’s books, the place of honour in the illus¬ 
trated books section and the highest number of en¬ 
tries in the book jacket section. 

In the National Gallery Exhibition, “English 
Book Illustration Since 1800”, Tambimuttu’s maga¬ 
zine was the one selected of anv periodical which 
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238 Fast 87 St NYC 
28 March 1955 



Dear Professor Archibald, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 26th, It is very 
simple to have some copies ramaai mimeojgigraphed here, so the fifjysax copies 
I originally asked for would he ample. So please don't bother about having more 
run off. 

What I liked about your notes on me, were that they were 
notes . Notes of a kind that have/$IIS r seen together before, it is wonderful 
documentation and the kind that would specially interest s&x&hHxsaH&iEfe England 
at the moment. For instance, my agent wrote to me this mornings "I think it is 
a good thing Prof, Archibald should write about ydu as I find the younger 
generation here knly knows you by hearsay.,Even the people who know my work 
haven’t had the time to think about it, and the mere publication of your piece 
in England would make them mSBigfe reflect. I believe the part 1CETRY LONDON 
played 1939 ~ 1949, has to be sss± taken into account some time, and written 
about. It is a considerable one, and one that has not yet been studied. The 
acknowledgements in the FABER BOOK OF MODERN TERSE should be proof enough, 
as well as the acknowledgements that should have been printed =■= for xe&h 
instance for George Barker's ebsse famous sonnet on his mother, as well as 
printing of books by the new poets included ~ Charles Williams, W.S.Graham 
besides the fact that I published first poems in London of many of the new 
poets Norman Nicholson,'Snaonot Lawrence Durrell, John-Hea&h=Sthbbs, Sidney 
Keyes, besides publishing the first successful collection of the editor 
herself. Nearly all the other new pas poets included were really popularised 
through PL. 


Eor hs these reasons English people are keen to have 
a record, and see rumours crystallised, Ynur factual documentation is exactly 
what they would want I think. Though London Magazine does not go in for 
notes normally, I thought mere notes in this instance would really interest 
them... since this is a special gase, and on which other ±s documentation does 
not exist. John Lehmann himself has done the same edit^jgg.^ipd^kgowg how such 
documentation can be useful both for clearing up his own head,/and that of 
others. I do think John would consider it sympathetically, and if he doesn't 
want it, my agent could easily place ft with some other magazine, since there 
is a real interest, I imagine, for such an article on Poetry London, and 
Editions Poetry London. You have admirably succeeded in hxgfca giving a picture 
of £& my work, from sources that are difficult to get at. So, can I have your 
permission to have i± printed in a journal in England sconii and India, as 
well as Seylon, In India, I think either The Times of India or United Asia should 
use it. v 


for New Yorker it seems to me you would make an 
ideal PROFILE for them. They have had PROFILES of a dealer of rare violins, 
a bookseller and collector of rare items, a merchant of precious stones. Your 
mathematical library and mathematical writings, besides your collection at 
Mount Allison should be of the greatest interest to them. I mentioned the 
subject the other day to William Jay Smith and he felt he would like to try it. 
It may be the New Yorker may want j»b to have a shot at it. in any case an 
experienced profile writer like Swight MacDonald or Liebling should turn out 
an admirable piece. Possibly a mathematics graduate should attempt it, since the 
subject is unusual. In any case, I should like to put forward the suggestion to 
them, I can very well imagine the piece beginning with your treatment of 
Omar Khayyam as a mathematician and not as a poetj I hope something comes of it. 

yery cordially, 

Anne Eidler in Faber book calls Poetry London a hotch-potch. Your piece should 
make her read my editorials. And she will find the hotch-potch was AMentional 
Fransis Scarfe may base a new article on me on your report. 
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Bear Professor Archibald, 

Manytharks for your letter of the 27th, I can’t remember 
anything about SOHGS OP CHILDHOOD„ though the title sounds familiar, I let it Jt. | 
in, because I assumed you had your own informant for it, who possessed a copy. "* ? 

The first thing I type-set and printed at my grandfather 9 s press during a 
school holiday was SOSGS OP YOUTH which was given to my friends in an edition 
of about 150 copies, in 1932. ny own copy of this item as well as a handwritten 
AHNUAL of stories, poems, drawings (called TEETUM’S AHHUAL) written by myself at 
the age of 8 to nine (I still can remember by heart one of the poems) was 
borrowed by Anais Hln (mus 6 of Henry Miller) in 1938, but never returned to me. 

She is at the moment in Hew York, and has been for some time, so I shall ask 
her for these soon, if she still has them. I have not got in touch with any of 
my authors.in, America, since my arrival, here. The reason I left SOHGS OP 

CHILDHOOD /Ms? long before SOHGS OP YOUTH,and ever afterwards o l have been in the 
habit ©f setting up and printing poems in editions of one to many more copies. 

Some were hand—written with printed title and cover pages, X assumed one of these 
had falias into the hands of some informant j l more likely occurence •=— SOHGS 
OP CHILDHOOD does exist in actual fact in a lip'ci&l edition of one copy* J * 

I may have disliked title SOHGS OP YOUTH and had a copy of it bound with new 
printed title pages with a new publication.,date which showed some of thepoems 
had been written when I was Mne/~wlSIcf" L your,HHE£iE for me, surprising mention 
of this fact, which I assume to be accurate. If this is the copy you meaan, and 
if it is titled thus,£it would be in the possesion of IBs P.E,de Saram (BlriamJ # 
±mv to whom two later"books were dedicated) whose address is n St Ives&, Ward £ 

Place, Colombo, I never talk to her or write to her about these several books a*#***K 
I did for her, on© a month, but if you really want to know, she may know^jt 4 
mjgt be Jaffna Librarian wrote to her ^ecause of these two dedications^for 
frsngg information on Juvenilia. One 01 the most tragic happenings was that I 
lent a selection of my best juvenilia beautifully bound to Joseph Perera 
a class-mate, now teacher at Boyal College^ Colombo, He never returned it, though. 

I believe I asked for it once. 

But SOHGS OP CHILDHOOD may exist as a broadsheet. 

Your original informant should 

I’LL STILL BE EEELIHG BLUE was published by peter Berek 
and Co, Shaftesbury Avenue. They were not a good firm, so they may not be listed 
in the usual places* But they see were well known. I visited them in 1937 and 
soon after they closed down. Have searched high and low for a copy of the song, 
since I thought I had one, but see I don’t, I see from copy I have TOBESPATTER HS 
was printed in 1936, OCH was printed leeember of the same year. It means 
*+ «0’ — in Seotchlil’LL STILL BE PEELIHG BLUE was published before this, so it 

must have been in *1935, 

"1 * 

(SHours later) 

Was interrupted by a call from Saul Galin of Columbia Univ, 
who came to see me to gather material to write a thesis on poetry since 1939. 

He said his reading had shown I had had most to do with its direction and had 
made the most pronouncementsJoi^it so h .6 had approacehdd Prof. Tindall who had 
happened to meet me once, I hope a good study results from this, and 1 have 
brought to his notice your forthcoming E0®ES. Have been up from 1 ASM. today. 

And this made me think of founding POETEY LOHDOH & HEW Y0BK. When I mentioned 
this to MT Galin he said, 0 I know someone who will put up the money for youj 
They have pots and want to support the founding of a poetry magazine. 1 am now 
wondering whether I will have the time to start all over again. 


, § m., 

V ■ 





* LI 


... ' ^ e l 

^(4 \ i ^ ‘f^ .1 Ads*t**44 s f %* Crmc&a, Sfi'j tJitsL lAM-4-Q*. A /.VC / 

$ 0 v^ ^ | Before Mr Saul came I phoned Mrs SJferghoshes who in 1937 or 8 copyrighted 

^ N ‘ ^ ^ | three of my songs at the Library of Congress, WEddoag Washington, She directed 

I $*M I / 

X « ^ ^ me teller son Adam Zion Margoshes who runs the Phoenix Bookshop in the Tillage! 

I i 1 * 

kj w | _ >1 { 3X14 t0 wil °® tatatog I had given a copy of I’LL STILL BE FEELIBS BLUE and the 

|. EM2 ECLIPSE 111 1937, He has looked up his copy and says the song was published 

iib. 

^ I i\ K in 1955 E>6 ' tier DereJc of 3jgxAxshg£xa3B± 140A Shaftesbury Avenue, So that is 
^ ^ i ^ ^ definite. As for record he is going to look in his house and if he has msgg 

^ ^ <k,N( disc is going to tape record it for me, 

•;d1 ^ The ECLIPSE record was issued in 1935 or early 193®, Manufactured by 

i ^ i 

s the Crystalate Eecord Ifg Company, England, They M did many 6d records for 
Woolworth’s, They have closed down now. Is there a place in England where 
copies of all manufactured xuamada records have to be sent? If so would you 
please let me know, I should like to possess a record. As for song I’ve asked 
Margoshes to send ms a photostat as well as photostat of three other Eg 
v. songs of mine he says he has. 

By the way, I am going to write to England for many PL items I don’t 
1 "S possess, I should have offered to do this before for you for items you lack, 

* j { 'sLL 

J V <v\ u only I have been so busy and confused. If you will send me a list of the 

4 > ^ 

things you want I will write to Michael Hamburger and Laurence Clark to hunt 
for them at Foyle’s and other second hand shops in Charing X Hoad, and also 
* at libraries of friends. We should get all missing items for about half priee, 

t 

Amy sorry my letter is rambling, but I’ve bate up, as I said since 
1 this morning, 

' Tery cordially, 

uSljre U/Mui^T tV *b . 

: Pat4H 

JUT** -£TZ^7£a «. , 

Afae_ -fa 

* - -- - L 




















/fvkg^te? r*- Wic^ . I^Khl 

338 Fast 87 St BYC ■ , N / 
30 March 1955 Sj^jv 


Dear Professor Archibald, 

jt was m6st kind ofyou to 

ask for 200 extra copies for me. How, I don’t want to 
put you to extra expense since I am sure you spend 
what money you have to. only useful ends, so Ijnajrt 
insist that I pay for the extra paper, labour and 
n~ostage involved. I should have had it done Eayxsray 
anyway so let me pay for the extra cost of this issue. 
M^thanks, again, for all the trouble you have taken. - 

X liked best about your 

article#that you printed the first ’manifesto’ which 
said POETRY L0HD0H was an enquiry into modern verse, 
although, the sections weren’t num.be re d^all types of 
d oetry then being writtenplSs printed in sections ? 
visible to the decerning reader. X think^I have 
mentioned this fact in one of my later editorials, 
as well as is&ntloa &d the f a st that POETRY XjOHDOH 
was an enquiry into modern verse, which emphasised the 
importance of that little brochure I sent you,and which 
you had photostated.TThe first section contained 
"... •> -■ *«•— John Gawsworth and Laurence 


group — spender# MacHf^^^ , ,. ... 

group Durrell, Moore,/ana c o?ners, and last the 
Dylan Group, Dylan, Dorian Cooke, Glyn Josses, sbx 
etc. It was a definite plan. The second number was 
similarly see tion^ scept that one poem is out of 
order — thT^STby H.B .Mallalien, Shis is because 
on page proof I took oui from **x^j5^1fcg28J« iaa 
section a poem by Lynd llathan,.wfeareh|you 
announced on the coger since I thought 4*^ras 'too bad 
in the end. In later $bssb 3 numbers poets were mixed# 
$at that was the nature of POETRY LGKD01T to 
preserve all types of literatures existing at that 
time (Eliot in the brochure) irrespective of 
political and poetic theories. I think you will agree 
Walter de la Mare as as interesting as Dylan, or 
Eliot and Edith Sitwe&l as interesting as W.J&Smith 
and Philip O’Conner. She former were run down by 
VERSE and the latter printed by them. It was to 














remedy tMs awkward state of affairs that PL was 
founded, and I think people agree that my policy j 
encouraged the "best poets of my decade, That is the 
best test of a magaaiw'«tr^.^ i 
individuality of modern art ad well as editfing^never ■ 
appealed to me., Menuhin the violinist tells me 
aag&axg Western music is just that, t mm xs &sgx &kax 
’The music of the W6st proclaims and asserts the 
personality of the individual, "both of the composer 
and the gerf sasser, This stimulates "by reflection the 
personality of each listener’in the. audience. It 
spurs Mm to proclaim, in like manner,, his domination 
over, or at least his wrestling with, his fate and 
his environment.* He tMnks Oriental music is 
different. 

This is a fact which has "been glossed over 


lay gome critics in their writings about POETRY. 
LONDON. I think, perhgg.s, the long lapse "between 
Nos. 1^2 and nubyeati gh of, .other nu^b.eyg, ..made 
peopl^lciiia sight of^i^^ntenfion^ Tesiae ,'I •' 

suppose Ho So 1-2 were u&obtainal^e, 

That is why I am glad yot^print/ji the first 

brochure PL ever issued, I hope it will &ead the 
critics to a readingof editorials, badly 

though^ they tenTin my youth, since 

thaw "they will l‘indj 4 1 ?/ did / more -for the poetry 
of the period than any one else in England, By 
that I also mean, quite immodestly and with justice 
Mr Eliot, Sir Herbert R©ad, Charles Wrey Gardiner ' 
Richard Church, who were the other poetry editors 
in England, In a way it was not only against She 
policy of HEW TERSE I had to battle, but the 
polntifical aspect Mr Eliot*s list assumed in the 
minds of the public, though I am sure that was not 
his intention, .• 

Most Cordially, 

ly very short introduction to verse selection in 


SELECTED WRITING is important since it shows I 
was sgsxa also against a new clique APOSilLYPTIC 


\ 














5 


founded by some of my own contributors merely 
for flag-waving, Sast on the lines of Auden-Spender 
group represented "by HEW YEEfSE. I only wanted good 
poems, not theories, 

This haa wrongly "been called * loose* editing 
hy one nr two people. That is "because they have 
not read my magazine, and they sss were not really 
interested in poetry, but in people and cliques^, 

I realize I only msx wrote on the most general 
terms. That is because of the enquiring into 
modern verse idea. I did not'am set up 
easily quotable nonsensical pronunciamentos as 
the Apocalyptics and the lew Yerse people did 9 and 
that ifc why people write nonsense about me„ or 
write little. They cannot be bothered to take the 
trouble to study the subject P as you have done. 

In time, of course s there will be someone in 
England who will attempt this. In the meantime I 
think the publication of your HOTES is important. 

In Ho.10 I collected together poets who had 
never before appeared in print or had not appeared 
in PL, Heedless to say the first kind tiEPCffeesS 
consisted of the bulk of nearly three hundred 


pages^xix It was a gesture of my beliefs, that 
there wer6 more poets in England worthy of notice 
than petty politics allowed, Stephen Spender who 
reviewed for a living reviewed this number in 
Th&jphserver as bad. That was because he had not 
small note after my long editorial on 
Keith Doufe&as ABOUT THIS MJIBEB, He did not know 
what the number was about, ^he point is a magazine 
should have a.magazine function and print new poets 
Stephen would have the same people appearing over 
and over again japg a a s samacaxkyaat ~ preferably 


himself —to keep up ±hs a hypothetical standard. 
He would never like the idea that there are many- 
more poets as interesting as himself in England. 
The English modern poetic EGO. 

^ to A /* * ' 
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Poetry London - ]M©w York 

14 EAST §@™ STREET, NEW YORK 21, 'N. Y. 


Telephone: REgent 7-4890 


Eeply to: 338 East 87 Street, 
Few York, b.Y, 

10 April 1955 


Many thanks for your last letter. Ho, my family 
name in English transliteration ka is not Thambimuttu. It always has been 
as I spell it, from my grandfather’s time, There are «.wo fmiiilies, as far 
as I know in Ceylon with same surname, ours and E.B.Tambimnttu’s, and 
"both spell it same way. The T’s and h should "be pronounced differently 
from English usage, "but that’s not my affair. It should "be pronounedd 
yyfaEn Thampimutthus Or at least, Thambimuttu, 

PI - BY is now a reality. This week I get my share 
of 1,500 dollars advance on By book of short stories. Out of that I can 
finance at least one number. This time I’ll found it, so it lasts and wears 
longer! I expect the first number to be published in two months’ time, and 
I expect it to be exciting. I shall also publish some collections of poems 
— in pamphlet form to begin with, 

YOU are the arch-instigator of the present 
disturbance. I hope it gives you some satisfactions Please keep in touch. 
I’ll enter a complimentary subscription for you, for the magazine,"*. 

Have written to friends in London to open a London 
office, and am using above for a n‘y„ office, until I find something more 
convenient. The kind lady is a valiant helper, and if I continue to use 
her apartment for an office her domestic peace might be affected. 


Editoh: T, Tambimutttj 
N. Y, Office: Amelia Gheeb 


Sear Professor ArdiTbald, 


with salaams, 


X And I’ll send other things from time to time. Foyle’s I8ve found 
always have what I want. One must know where to look. Even the 
assistants don’t know where to look. 





JL^ 0** ^-ICF 

^ ^ ZZZ-**- j 

>w '•'t-gZ-r*- “’”* 
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BROWN UNIVERSITY PROVIDENCE Rj s 
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: MANY THINKS FOR MIRY HELLISH IRCHTBALB MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
BULKIT IN VOLUME FIVE NUMBER 7 IT IS ONE OF THE MOST 
LOVABLE PERIODICALS I HAVE COME ACROSS^ MY WIFI AND I 
WISH T© VISIT YOU BEFORE YOU LEA1R FOR CANADA fILCYOU 
KINDLY SEND HE A LIST OF DA|S YOURE FREE* Q 

TAHB IMUTTi* t' 


ttn/S^'SHL 
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TAMBIiUTTU*/ 
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26 Valley Road 
Milton, Mass. 

25th Aoril 1955 

Dean Professor Archibald:- 

Thgnk you for sending on the Memorial 
Library Bulletin regarding the poet Tambimuttu. 
We’ve read it through with great interest. : 

In the event that Tambimuttu and his wife 
come to Providence at the right time I’d be ; 

delighted to join you. Tomorrow we (Mrs Lockwood j 
and I are driving to Mt Hermon, which is near I 

Greenfield) and will be back here before noon 
on Wednesday. I could get down to Providence 
either Thursday of Friday. If, by chance^the 
Tambimuttus' visit should come on ’Wednesday 
I could get down shortly after lunch. 

Let me know and I’ll do ray best. It would be 
delightful to have the double pleasure of seeing 
you and meeting thewe folks. 

If their visit does come on Wednesday and 
if it's convenient for me to join you that afterse 
noon would you please telephone Blue Hills-8-5255 
(this is on the ^.Boston exchange) and leave a s=s=s*s 
message for jfferie. 

I hope I can make a connection somehow. 

Sorry to have missed you last week when we uzst 
were in Providence for a few hours with K C Jacob. 



Cordially, 
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Poetry London - New York 


14 EAST mm STREET, MIEW Y©m 21/ N. Y. 


Telephone: RIBgent 7-4S90 


Edixokc T. Tambiimcuxtu 


26 April 1955 


Nh Y. Office: Amelia Greet? 


Dear Professor Archibald, 

T-^is is to confirm my telegram that tie 
will 'be catching the morning train on Friday and. arrive at Gardner 
House around 1 p.-m* 


Many thanhs for the parcel which arrived 


this morning. Your article is going to he of great help to me in 
re=sstghlishing my magazine. Have just sent off first copy to Mrs 
Yehudi Menuhin who is one of my dearest old friends. Another to Mr 
lyman Hoover who has almost finally arranged for a travel grant for us 
to see America and gather material for the newspaper articles as well ’ 



Friday. 


Cordially* 


5^-** he 


Po®trj London - Mew Yoirk 

14 EAST 80TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Telephone: REgent 7-4890 


S$o } ' 


Editor: T. Tambimuttu 
N. Y. Office: Amelia Green - 


558 E. 87 th St. 
New York City 


May 1, 1955 


My dear Professor Archiblad, 

A Brief Carried note before we rush off to lunch with 
the Menuhins. Many thanks for the wonderful happenings, times, 
excellences, revealations. 

I am dictating this letter to a kind helper so I won * t 
say much. Have written a note to Mrs. Wight of Gardner House 
today. Shall write to Miss Ghapelle tomorrow, and those very 
kind people at the library. Looking forward to seeing you in 
Canada and of course I will keep in touch with you regularly. 

Always yours, 

T. Tambimuttu 


Professor R.C. Archibald 
Brown University 
Providence, R.I. 






26 Valley Road 
Milton, Mass. 


Milton, Mass. 


2nd May 1955 

Des,r Professor- Archibaid 


last Friday to meet the Tambimuttus. I enjoyed 


every bit of it, 

I was very favorably impressed with Tainbi- 


muttu (daspite the fact that most poetry has 



the only one made any impression on me and 




for him and your interest in him and in poetry 


A 

was delightful. 


tie are honing that they can come and stay 


with us sometime soon when he comes up to 
pay a visit to Houghton Mifflin in Boston, 

I want Pat to meet them. 

Also my thanks for the pleasure of having 
supper xdth you in the new Refectory. That 
0^ my first visit there. 


Sincerely 
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My dear Mr ArchibeLicbp. 




Many thanks for your two letters and the delightful 
poem, as well as list of biogrphical sources. I’ll write to you later 
about them. I want to write a feature on you for the Ceylon Daily lews.' 
Have you copies of articles written about you? Photo, for as production? 

I would have replied earlier, but was caug^ht up the 
last few days in writing mars? letters about the POETRY (Chicago) number 
I am editing; and translating a hundred, verses fr/om the 7th century 
poet Bhartrihari for my next book of translation from Indian poetry. 

The first version is now done, and 1 have a free moment. 


Am sending you copies of Sourfield pamphlet and 
the Ridier pamphlet, which is indeed rare. You may keep these. Sorry 
I have no spare copies of the others. Gould ^end you otner pamphlets 
if you want them. Am also lending you catalogue of 1946 in case you 
find things I have missed, and other points of interest. The Watling 
pamphlet I’ll have to detach from my scrap book. 

You say you wrote to Nicholson and Watson. Nowadays 
they are worst corrsspondenggg And they may have mislaid everthing. If 
you fail to get what you wanted. So let me know, and I’ll see what I 
can. do. 

Ruthven Todd who lives.in Martha’s Vineyard should : 
be of great help to you in e^Maining rare items of modem poets. For 
instance he has several copies of mjt mstp pamphlets, 

files of lew V e rse, all little magazines — in England. But I believe he 
is getting his library down. I am sure you mustbe in touch with him. 


of Charing X Rd. But y° ur best sources, 
Foyle ’ sjfand ads in the New Statesman. 


as 1 said, are 


Zwemmer and 


COUNTERPOINT Edited by Conrad Senat, Asst Edit. 
M.R.Lane, 6-9 Broad Street, Oxford (Later handled by Falcon Press who 
would supply copies). First number published in 1944 says COUNTERPOINT ;. 
¥olume one dedicated to Tambimuttnon top of contents page which is back 
of cover by Gerald Wilde. Contributions by George Barker, Bernard Denvir, 
Paul Nash, Peter Goffin,Terence Dennis. Larence Durrellj Yfelter de la 
Mare, Roy Campbell, Edmund Blunden, Norman Nicholson, R.S.Thomas, 
W.S.Graham, Thomas Good, Ruthven Todd, Louis Adeane, Gautier, Apollinaire, 
Leopardi, Johr/Heath-Stubbs, Heniy Treece, Anthony Sylvestre, SsSshx 
S tefan Sghimankski, A.V.Coton, Franz Kafka. Reproductions of work 
by Paul Nash, Cecil Collins, Sgoc Bryan Wynter , Aileen Agar, gfa Foreword 
says; " Nothing is. more symptomatic of individual superficiality ... 
than the petty, inter-gang mud-slinging which so often passes 


for constructive sxxkxax&mxxxxitag C r iticism. Counterpoint is conceived 
as a common organ of expression for artists of all kinds, and as such, 
adopts an organic and non-sectarian attitude. This has been something of 
T&mbimuttti*s approach in Poetry L 0 ndon ; although we have no theories 
about creating a tradition. In artists we regard their individual 
a sievement and potentiality first, their representing or contributing 
to (my italics) anything as of secondary significance... 11 

Your point about my surname. My grandfather’s name 
was Sa S.Tambimuttu. My gist given name was Thurairajah. According to 
our customs (since we don’t take Surnames) I would normally have bteen A 

toown as T.ThurairaJah, the I. standing for Ia B bi»ttn wnich *s »y A 






2 


father’s as well as .my grandfather's name. My father should have been 
Tambimuttu Tambitisurai s so I should really have been known as T&mbithurai 
Thurairajah. But in grandfather's time we adopted the western 

custom of ha ving a common surname.»« so my father was called Safe Tambimuttu 
and so was I as all my brothers® 

Yes, The §idk Gleanth Brooks was a reprint® 

I have not seen P 0 etry Merseyside nor Manchester* nor Bristol, Have been 
cut h£±£ off from England since 1949® , 

The Golden Treasury of I n dian Verse mil be published here* in England 
and l n dia 9 As well as MORE LOVE POEMS FROM INDIA* and A GEN THEY OF LOYE 
by Bh&rtrihari this last book in mi± collaboration with G*V*Yaidya« 

I am interested to hear of graduate student from Jaffna College* 

If he comesto New York perhaps he would get in touch wlbfe^ me? I could 
have something about him in the G©ylon Daily News® 

4^n sorry again this letter is so scrappy® Have to dash this off before 
I return to a piece 1 am working on for the Ceylon gaper (my first piece for 
them* weekly despatch arranged only last week j which must go off today. 

Please let me know if I can help in any way* and more power to your 
elbow for your unselfish and nobl® works It is really stimulating thao 
there are people like you in the world® 


with kindest regards. 


3t. 







You will be glad to bear that Houghton Mifflin are going to publish my hook of 
short stories — A HMHFUL OF BED EARTH. 


If you use this material* 1st me ag pass copy* so tha# I am 
not embarassed by it. 


SS©i 5 jyjf 
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Sear professor Archibald* 

Many thaw lea for the two picMres. I think they will 
do for my article, so please don’t bother about having another one made. Stem 

p 0 y 0tt you could lend me a biogrphical sheet about yourself 

fox my article* which I shall return? 

THis question of M.J. and T. has been raised for 
several yea4rs running by several people. For instance the library of Congress 
wrote to as again last week* and last month there was a para about it in the 
CETLOH DMLY HEWS. I have always fended them off, since I was not prepared* 
just yet* to go into the reason why the moment I arrived in England* or rather 
when I be gam. publishing in December 1938* I dropped all surname® and became 
known siamly by the name of Tambimnttu <— my surname „ Ihen laterj, Editions 
Poetry hondon became a limited liability company* and it was necessary for a® 
to have a surname* I took what is feaowa in Ceylon as my ’home nameSs — 
Thurairajah. =•=> which is actually the name I was called by within the family 
itself. Which is the surname I would actually have had* as I explained in my 
last letter* had we not adopted Western eustomo* taking surname from surname 
of one’s father. This change took place in my grandfather S.Tambimutta*s 

tisa©© 

But, by your continuous pursft^ gf ibis point* I see 
you are not to be pat off I It is rather a deUcj^^^iexJ . 'right back 
to childhood memories* and a certa l attitude to^he aping of Wester manners 
by ^xEsaa^E Eastemers/ftSoW^^^elieve in the rapprochement of the East 
and West* which* in my own way* I have'tried to foster* I don’t think peoples 
should k83ranxttoKXX lose their own Identities in the process *» and I d@ t hink 
easterners sound silly with names like Jaaes tagged «gto a pjs name like 
giTTsn-ffbffrnr^^ Tambimuttu* which too/1 s - - English 

tramsmogrificatjLon since it is pronouned Thambixnutthu* and should be 

gpelt i n b &Sli &st That is part of what the West has done to us* and 

you can imagine that I have been nonplussed ever since trying solve se&v® 
this* among many E&sg other allied problems. For instance^ Ceylonese found it 
necessary t© wear English clothes t© work in Government offices, or 

to have a social position. We don’t know as much about European clothes as 
w© do about our own. ^Basing almost forced us into European clothes* 
the Europeani ,i8K8i e i^A ad taste in their own Slothes — another example* 
those days. My we were fit to be fuled by Europeans!/So I have protested 
against, this .too .in wearing clothes,nowadays* which my grandfather wore* 
andjfrodersW «Jandeff?or sftes&as Poetha Tadfti (or more properly Thanfoi), 
wore during the Dutch period. 

' I think my ^slika of Europeans names* applied t©^ 

myseSf ha g something do do with our f aad. kjr history. To explain why I 
dropped ny Christian names* I shs^aav® to explain my family history* and 
I was not prepared to do that* 

just now* since it would involved saying a lot of things new which* at the 
present time would sound like £&& witch-hunting* class eohoiousnoaa* 
ancestor worship* and so on* I do believe al men ere bom iAg^r- oust* 

I hate the class conciousness of Ceylon ^which ike in Amsriootl is tc vay 
cheifly economic* except in the more die—hard Eorth)^ err*. on? of the 

pleasantest things about my grandfather that I like to reaeaber is that 
he offered a stool for a low-caste dance teacher to sit on ;he stag© in 
the presence of his hotter s’. He sts&EOiam relaxed many other caste 
restrictions in my village like Kovias carrying dead bodies. So you se©^ 
though I don’t believe in elass* in order to explain why I hate Christis® 
names I have to go back to my family history* and that involves 

saying I was bora to a class of people 
























s 


who have ftren always considered themselves better born, k m-vc than some 

of their unfortunate bretheren, many of whom were denied all chances/of 
social betterments / 

your letters (as well as the prodding of my editor William Maxwell of 
I The lew Yorker)has made me dwell more on these points,aandBEn«glBwimnDcto 


iHgteastei 




§' v , ttqgpPBDij : Though I was not prepared t© write about it just now( since as I 
3 J 4 f 3 Jj^lj said all the facts I know on the subject were being presented in a story 

7 « ° S I am writing QBMBFATBEB OF STOSS SQDSS) I see that you will not be satisfied 
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until you have all the facts <=*=• so here is a' short account of my reasons 
for nhs& wishing to be known only by xay purely Ceylonese names. 

' My family has always been proud of its Ceylonese heritaga^aad 1 have 
always been given to understand that it jealously guarded our unadulterated 
culture. As X said in the 16th century an ancestor Arasakesafig translated 
Kalidasa 9 s S233fi&sn& Baghu Taassa and sin.ee then we have had my grandfather® s 
amgadax energetic efforts to preserve our neglected culture and well as 


uncle S ft fiasaa Prakaser® s/: 


wort to relate Tamil t© the 


family of world languages — besides Mg work on Ceylon history. la 1903 
my grandfather published MSSIYAMEATHmE SMTHATH IDEM which gives the 
names of all our relatives — or Bather large elm. — from Portuguese times 
to today. It $as compiled from the J^rjjagaese tornbos or la i^t^u^f ex^rds, 
From this work, it is a sia^le] asfefe my family ^ tM^^^ House 

of Jaffna. Gnana Prakaser has himself fans written the most author a fltive 
booksdbn the subject — THE K3HGS OF JAFIHA 34 ®BS HISTOEY OF THY CATHOLIC 
CHOBGH IK CYYLCM — and some essays 'J - «* *?<>*-'&*. !/celd^i ACo*U - 

& history of the fair of the H 

ri 


ttls In the 
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louse of Jaffna that 
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seee 

of my antipathy tnwarfo eargft mv^Christiaa names, lie. It was the avowed 
policy of the P 0 rtu^ese/at "tidt to convert raazmstos members of the 

Sinhalese and .Tamil royal households, among ethers, and many, of the Sinhalese 
princes fell victim. It was the same in the north. , , 

to* Mvu* bei©gg-feg== te^MU:i y(/»^ 7 -S^J ***** l wdb* 

triwg para Baja Sekera llj the last king of Jaffna. / 
When he died leaving three sons, the youngest, prince Sankily poisoned the 
the eldest. The second Para Hirupa Siaga^who was an expert physician, 
escaped since he was at that time at the Kandyan court, having been invited 
to sassxJte^®BS attend to tfes fin incurable malady of^the queen, Para 
Hirupa Singbam went to Goa to seek Portuguese aid lo/gat his throne.%is 
younger bsothaw who defended his own faith in the same nay the foreigners 
attacked it massacred 600 convert# on the island of Mannaar who are today known 
as the 600 martyrs of Mannaar, But no one h^ab dth ^red to call the poor 
ff-jnrtnp who were massacred martyrs. WbyT The/ cW i m&fiiL of para Hirupa Singham 
were in the Portuguese manner made into Catholics and returned to Ceylon 
where they Ijsssk were awarded the title of Eaj a and KQmara Madapalii and t^s> 


jfepffl 


i®4 

‘ {UM U 


descended,, 


given villages 


' JLxAs si a s e ns of ~P ara Hi r upa Oi n^tam ^fr e m , 

a# ia the Ho: Sho rnsmsmg Tidavee the Afechuvely area, i^ere 

I was " for cidI eproselytlzation; and added t© 

this, eve:.- since 1 was a child, I have, heard what the 

Bu&eh did to Pootha Tambi, presumably far being a f»x±K patriot. They Miad 
tied him to a cross, took Ms liver ott and flung it in his face. Before that 
he been led through the streets of Jaffna with Ms hands wrapped in sta^a 
©il-soateed cloth and set ali#t, Mis Quartered body waa then left for the _ 
yjdLturea rou nd the town. Such barbarisms have always idcSssS made me me wish 
to be entirely Ceylonese =■=> and therefore I doa®t wmt foreign names. I am not 
saying I am for or against Catholicism. Merely I want our people to be Ceylonese 
first, and then anything else. Ihen I was god=father to a nephew the Boman 
Catholic priest in St Peter 8 s Colloga Wellaw&tte refused to b^tis© 
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S'Soli 

s /i 


Dear Mr Archibald* 

Many *•* S^2TSir«pid "otes^ 

going to nse. I this* s» fanture on y«M ijeB) 1 \ rl i 1 I a j, pe n I m the CSTIW DAI1T BF5S 
me as sample of biographies _ tii e efa iy magazine of its hind in the 

as well as 3M& Sews Magazine mTM m nnn@&ziiae «a^ is most important. As for 
whole of Asia <== it l ® r ^aday, they went by book post* and like your 

the books I sent you last Monday or »o ay, j ^ arrive* 

own postings by this service, might take a wees: or even 

,, itva ma tn return the colored photo, ©r would you 
,7C f Wo “ ld y °* ^ nlease let me know whether in your collection, 
let me keep £ f d ^tTL^s or i fca cans or Middle Easterners? 

you have the work of any FA oh calls itself the Hews Magazine 

fhese things would be of interest to ffli wmc 

of Eesurgeat Asia and Africa* fifty 

, ~ for an overprint of/jodaHidxBd copies 

°?f 4 ^* p nT s TiSi>7«i oBe « s4its v f 

of your notes on me (I assume 4 _ - will find it useful to send round 

Botteghe Oseure) and e ^J^XersitTfs and mu* ms and also some foundations 
to editors* some iHisnsB&gSsas uni tSM-ASUEI OF IKDIM 1ESSF. I 

mt might support the ^fappoint me to an *sy) and 

one to go to the Ceylon Prim** f ^ %, ' d Akademi in India to publish 

% -* *- Pd=U Aing 

Tdretum to tb. of ^f^Tald 

‘r^rfdiiorr^ 1 ^ " •* " it * a « to tiwm ’ 

to put them right, but I did not bother then, 

hike the rest of my family I " as baptised a_f^± Catholic 
aS a child with the Christian names M® ary g ^s S Q ? S y G uTH S was°published under 

Tambimnttu. Sy first CGll ®^ i0 i oL/eollections OTS-PAT'smS and OCH (1956) 
this name M.J.Taffibimnttu, Two later GG ^ ri * ed in England I used only my surname* 
under name Meary j .Tambimut tu. When J J* J w> published under name Tambimuttu, 

You will fi&d the f V rwmr WABfIMB arrived they had 

ditto. 0 t» OF ms .AS. But ,: h ?“ p :°f|u»tS^wiofti«as) «* i «■»•» «*" 

*J as**™ Srtimt-tu on » (w* onjoogMino. and 

a»7 oljaotlona. B<rt J»Violet Sn sditiona Pootly london 
for signing poems and n ^ i l ® ,* +>1A i-rnrer thou#it I should have a first name 
liability company in 1947 0 an ,. f Q % signing cheques ©tG,, I used 

U «11 m the rtides of ete^Slng, Is lading nrtld.s and 

the ne* T .T«*tanttu, V Ltoo. 1 h®e this la all deal no*, 

poems, and by which name I desire ^ 

.... ^ a + r t)T. hooks hv writ! 


Yon oodd anally gat dl out of stock PA *ook, hy «ltlng v to 
z mmeI end Foyle* s. Coring Mess Bead, london USX VC . 

With loot wishes. 

y ffl+ n fit ter I don* t know how Mr Hitchcock 

Have just received your iast letter . ^ ^tised M.J.Tambimuttu 

has been misinformed about m©o I «ca wa 

not JoMo®. 













15 March. »55 me 
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Bear Professor Archibald, 

According to an announcement on HEW CQMPAHIES 
published in SHE BOGKSBLLEB of London on 1© April £2^2 1948 (whieh I 
have in my scrapbook) I see that until September 19o 194? 8 1 still 
with Hifcbolsoa and Watson. On that datd SHE BOOKSELLER SS®S/tne company 
9 EDITIONS POETRY LGHDGH LSD (442433) 9 was founded* 9 Be gist© red September 
19. 1947* 26 Manchester Square W*1 nominal Capital £10®000 in £1 shares. 

(Sorry I 9 Ye copied out facts 


for another company). 9 ®ireet©rsg B.March 49 Hill Street W»l| T.Tssribi 
-Bfcttm 40 Crawford Street W.l. 9 Three times as many shares were later 
sold to Richard March. 

We had isjxt&sj offices in the building of Messrs 
Hieholson and Watson and, until I left Editsnns Poetry London Ltd in 1949 
shared all ssrrides with them for a monthly fee — telephone,, heating, 
cleaning, accounting, SisisSssiim packaging and delivery, trad© counter 
etc. But we had our own 9 travellers 9 whieh we shared with Messrs 
Lund Humphries, Lindsay Drummond 8 Horiaon and Harville Press. 


I haly have a copy of Ho. 14 whieh was ism 


dated Hovember-December 1948. So the last number under my editorship 
may have b6©n Ho, 15 (I am not sure) and it would have ^speared in 
1949* 

Carrion and Mandevilled were organized (as 
subsidiaries of SS EPL) towards the end of 1948. I think Hov or Dec. 

It is only after I left EPL that the office 
moved to 55 Tictoria St and later to ©t, Russell St. 

X* 

yes my friends call me Tambi as Rexroth says 
in his introduction to HEW BRITISH POETS. 

With best wishes, 
years. 

For your informations Have us are listed 

two 
he 
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poetry ojt mww -™-y- - _. ra1nl 3W days before ©yla& died 
i ©©greeted tea ^error jp in hand. The last vers® 

*«• t SfKi.'LSSSiiTtS. 



should reads 



V#**! 


“That her loving, unfriendly iij *® a3 _ 

Weald Stonge W TO Sma 

so the 'betrayed mi^it learn in at ton w 
Of the death In a bed in anotherJ°»SVat, 
line fltjl!® should be na eonma after laat lit . 

; aaiatioBR Iho leading article to S< f ™ ?™£?r £%£%? 

fefft Sollina. Bay ^WlUl^ called^l 

MIX* ha proceeds to say 

i . After running down every fdo post., x ... m *>,„* 

- - |JpyfS-tSST 

arises^- -!!.!—SEiS*:~ 1 ■ 
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Bear Mr Archibald, 


338 last 87 St 
lew York 3ST, Y. 
15 Marsh 1955. 


Stof . 

S M* 


Many thanks for your letter of yesterday’ a, fhs 
Pamphlets? (1) sesaefield, 1941 (2) ijiae sidler 1941 (3) xixkxtxixXinxKx 

The Fatal 'Landscape by G.S,Fraser 

1941 (4) BUSSING ABOUND WISE A Effi by Nicholas Moore $941 (5) Cl£ WMM 
by Franti'sek Halas tr„ by Karel Offer 1946 (6) latarajah 1948 a No, 6 
was last. But who knows I may yet issue some more when I return to London, 
There were three in the Ballad Books series (poster 
po6try s popular poetry) but the Carpenter was never published although it 
had been set in type. 


The American and English editions of T 0 S.Fliot were 
exactly the same, and contained a brfi&f extract from Satarajah, 

For missing PL pamphlets I would urge you to put in 
an ad in the Hew statesman when you will get them for the published 
price of Is, and at most 2s. 6d, Their readers ar6 intelligent and 
only anxious to oblige. You might do same for all the PL books you want, 

with best wishes and many thanks for 
your kind interest. 


Cordially, 



P (— ■ ^ j~~o 
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Dear Professor Archibald,, 


338 E 87 St 
Blew York M 
16 March 1955 


5^o| 

liJ 


Many thanks for your most interesting letter. 
You have had a most unusual career, and I was indeed filled with 
admiration t© hear of your mathematical library, and all the work yom 
hair© done for ^hematics! I am maeh looking forward to reading the 

■book you hair© Yoiy seat.* ^ . 

A f©isr mors fast© X t&ougkt i&ig&t iirter^gl* you^ 

Besides COOTEEEPOXHf, a» indication ©f what I aeaat to the art world at 
that time ean be seen in the de luxe, 3 goiaea book, laTishly Ulustrated 
anc 1 tri 03 a lengthy introduction by Herbert Bead on BM HICHOBSGH . 

(1 a S^riesftondoa) 1948. Witt a re than 8©0 ill isfc ^oaa. It is 
L » e9Sl naai©a volume to EMIT WQB8. si^ificmt aetoowledgement 
in t is ook, and the very first ©no reads m Th& publishers wish to 
acknowledge with gratitude the assist sac tha has been 
■hr fhurai aiah faa&isnttu of Messrs. Poetry ioadon Btd. g it was he wh© 
conceived the idea of the pro ^ticn." 5ta » ! 

l St this acknowledgement* I had all the Mocks made at great e^ase 
for the book to be polished by PGS5BY LGSS01. fhe gnatiag costin g 
*m itse f would have been about 4 0 OGO pounds. So I tod to let them 
( printers) have fib the bloeks for about a fifth of the cost to bring 

out the book themselves — when we were short ©f money. 

fha sending ©f the very lovely po«a?=tribute 

written to you, which X shall quote in my feature ©a you, has prompted 

me to look out gome similar lines ©a me. 

mmt tow h my amm ^ , r^yl- 

(For fambimntta) j' 

fientlv now in my garden the flowers are waving 
Iii&s dan cers to my heartbeat, and the wind is gentle, 

Flowers that spring from nowhere, why should X worry. 

You who are bound to the soil and wasted on the air 
on the vast air that spoils you like a loj®r 
why am X sorry for you, flowers, why should I care 
Sfe you are dancing now from birth to death? 

You remind me of a friend I have always had 
And never met till yesterday, and today left, 

And whoa® heart beats, far &mm the rh3rfehm ® f ai3a ® 0 

Francis Searfe in EYBA an anthology of new lyric ed, by 
Alex Comfort and BobertyjGrey Walls Press) 1942, 

, p flffiT FOB fffiBX 


n 




fhe hum of feathers falls ©n a sad ear 
waiting for news of nowhere on the further bank ^ 

If i /dull river gliding ill* a ghost between the trees. 

And as the soft wind wings among ha plangent strings 
Of the gold harp of the higi mountains, the tall 
Dark enigaa passes before the tolf°seeimg eyes, 

Cl imb ing the stairs of the old house is 4 i® valley, 
fhe lover who seeks and has found too often J OT ®@ 

Or the other thing, the heart beat of the animal in h© nxgx , 
Comes at last into the heavenly room in the mind 
Where the uneasy stranger hovers and is gone 
Mis© a night wind among the palms or the reeds. 








There ho will find no time life® a murderer ©ailing 
la the 'bleak storm, ©r a hangman fastening 
fo the rieh pasture of human misunderstanding 
Worked oat in "blood among the drank and the fallen. 

Bat the pale vision of the ©Midi's eyes,, the dream aa&rofe©s 8 
The strange "blind faith of the pure, unshaken,, 

■* ft ___ __ 

% "V'j»j&key Gardiner in his collection of poems fBB GA2BS OF 

. li/fy* SIHSBOT (Grey Walls Press) 1944. 

y|j|||l.. l fh©re were other poem^by Hicholas Moose in Poetry London H©@6 sad 
JIM an American magazine edited by Charles Henri Ford, (Forget the 
I number). 

Hi s 

You will be pleased to hear, I heard this morning from my agent that 
Houghton Mifflin will pay me an advance of Ip§00 dollars, which is hi$s 
I hear for a first book of short stories — said that qgd?y ©n the submission 
of five sample stories, fhe rest have yet to be written, sy agent says 
if I can give the narrative some sortof continuity, & thinks the Book 
of the Month might buy. 


You will also be pleased to heae that one Miss Cray formerly of the 
POM&Y CMfBS rang me up yesterdgjr (and she is coming to see me today) 
who has founded her own agency, mints me to do some more lectures for 
her, I mi^rb talk about the rol® I played in the world of Fnglish poetry, 
or on the poetry of Dylan Thomas, 


Most cordially, 

fai 

Tambimuttu 


/IsczA^t&y / 

<sC\ ^ - 

/rL ^t 
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Directors : Packard MarehTThurairajah Tambimi0j^^^ sj?ji jj i 

EdHi&fCs PoeJpy^London Ltd 

EMTED B Y TAMBIMUTTU 26 Manchester Square London WI WEL 8178 

i 

338 East 87 Street, JTJC 
22 March 1955. 1 

Bear Professor Archibald, ' : 

Many thanks for the beautiful and wonderful publications. : 

I indeed feel most humble and flattered that such eminence and dedications should 

also have turned in my direction! I also feel guilty that I am allowed to keep 

the very valuable bibliography of works on Egyptian mathematics. I feel my 1 

younger brother, who is a scholar, will be keen to consult it, and later I may- 

leave it for the Colombo Museum library. Your publication on ©mar is the only 

one I have seen on the subject and I shall write about it for THE TIMES OF 

BID IA and THE CEYLON DAILY HEWS. 

With many thanks again, [ 

Very cordially, 

PoS 0 I hope our correspondence won’t cease after the publication of your B ; 

article, and I shall look forward to meeting you, if I come up to Providence 0 












338 East 87 Street NYC 
24 March. 1955 



Dear Professor Archibald, 

I was very surprised to hear Nicholson and Watson 
had moved from 26 Manchester square without leading an address. I last 
called on them at that address in November 1952, -in any case, a forwarding 
address is always left with the post office, even if they have gone 'bankrupt. 
Theix parent firm is Lots and Msleolmson* Britton Boad s Eedhillp Surrey and 
I am sure they still exist since they have owned the second oldest publishing 
house in London^ Wells, Gardner, Barton and Co. 

I "believe it was SELECTS’!) WRITING you wrote to them 
about. I have,now, the best idea for you to get whatever missing PL items you 
want. Do write to Michael Hamburger, saying I suggested it, t© 
search for these items for you. He will visit Foyle 9 a and possibly in a single 
day find most of the items you want, at half price and less. His address® 
c/o 23 Ashworth Hoad, London W.9. That 9 s his parents 9 address, and I hope 
they haven’t moved. 

Cordially, 


0 (&*** 4* 






Directors : Richard March , Thurairajah Tambimuttu 





Editions Poetry London Ltd 

EDITED B Y TAMBIMUTTU 26 Manchester Square London WI WEL 8178 

338 Bast 8? Steeet, UYC 
25 March 1955 

My dear Profess©*" Archibald, 

I cannot adequately express my thanks for all the 
unselfish labour you have expended on me, and I really do not know whether I am 
worthy of all the attention you have given me. I shall hope to deserve some of it, 
with "better work in the future! It should at leaser he of interest to England, 

Ceylon ang Iy^,ia^ to which countries you have done a service, which they themselves, 
perhaps/reMereomitQ themselves! Would you object if I got my agent to place it 
iSjjhaqaji! for you with an English magazine (to begin with John Lehmann, a friend, 
might he interested enough for London Magazine^ where no similar account has $fever 
appeared, and I know many people who want such an ©eeount) and I send it to Times 
of India and The Ceylon Daily Hews, where they will certainly print it* After a 
few months, I would suggest that my uncle 3 s publishing house ih Colombo issue it 
as a pam ph let. Have I your permission? 

I know many literary chroniclers both here and hbroad 
who would want copies (already a doctorate Student at Columbia wants it) — Babette 
Detach, Louise Bogan 0 Vivienne Koch, Francis Scarfe, Derek Stanford, to mention 
a few. All the People at India, Pakistan, Ceylon Consulate and Embassies would 
want copies* I would like to give Stephen Spender one when I see him next 
month — Kathleen Bains, G,S.Fraser, Mauriee Lindsay, Boy Campbell,, Louis 
Macleice, Herbe rt Bead whorl s considering my book, my publisher,xsgEkH agents 
here and in Englancio/C ISy" family, There are literally hundreds, including visiting 
friends from many magazines like TIME, HEW Y01KEE, MADEffillSELLE? VOGUE who will 
want copies* So would you think it an imposition if I asked for three hundred 
copies® You see, I used to send 500 Christmas cards a year, I know it is a 
terrific imposition, but I would like to pay for extra cost of paper and printing 

lb ui*. <fa-y -h Pefrc*' fivtjit- 

7 ' 
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and postage. So that you need b6 troubled less 9 the printers could mail me copies 
direct. If you are feeling abandonedly generous you might make it fnm» tinmiraj 

How, I have put right factual errors. As for additions they are for use 
entirely at your stsfexisiexsii discretion. If you want copy typed again send it 
to me "by special delivery and I shall return it at once, 

I thought you were doing yourself a disservice by not making clear all the 
actual trouble y 0 u had taken writing to Jaffna and so on. Headers might th-i 
I supplied you with all the copy in the end. So I have tentatively suggested you 
say you corresponded with me, Starting threemonths ago. But of couise we have 
been corresponding daily, alraast twice daily for ax&aagzxsms the past few# weeks, 

S&fia is in U.H, so we are allowed to stay on, but she does not have a 
diplomatic passport, which are reserved for actual diplomats, I have put this 
ri^it. j 

Without my family background (I have only quoted from already published books) 
the Catholicism seems a bit bizarre. If you agree, you may thihk of including 
copy I have added. 

■ 

I hope you will find the other facts I have added of interest. 

With your permission, I should like to write to William Maxwell of the Hew 
Yorker, that I be commissioned to do a profile on you. At least they should have 
you in Talk of the Town. Of courwe, I don’t know what their reactions would be, 
but when I send them the remarkable record of what you have done, received yesterday, 
vath thanks (I am to return certain items), and when I send them what you have 
done on me, I think they may well be interested. Actually, sometime back i know 
t&ey wished to have a piece on me — when I first arrived. 

: 















3 


One item might interest you (and I shall now add it as a footnote to your 
copy) is that Claris Marlor is offering a gBBg±8±axjriarit|: long study of my poems 
(together with that of two or three other Indian poets) for his doctorate thesis 
at Columbia University. 

In haste* s© that this might reach you in time. 


Fillmore 8=6440 


If you urgently wish to consult me about anything you might ring 


Grateful ly 0 
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Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
Maybe Friday or Thursday 


Esta dear, received your letter this morning. Have been out all day 
surveying this huge place, High Hill where the Trasks and Peabodys 
have a grove ruled by that fantastic cross from the island of 
Iona in Scotalnd, the Mansion which has yet to be opened up because of 
the cost of central heating, the rock and rose gardens and pools which 
will soon be full of lotuses and goldfish now in storage under an 
ine-covered pond, the dark paths in the pinewoods etc. I have sought 
out corners where I could sit on my camp-stool and write in the sun. 

As it is I am in the sun at the moment on my own private perch which 
is I suppose twixc as large as the whole of the basement apartment 
at E 3rd. What luxury! Of course Elisabeth and Pefe&y are new since 
they run the place! Eiliy is a Peabody which means she is very 
old and very gracious. Polly is from Brookline, very timorous, 
retiring and full of missionary zeal. She must be about 45 although 
she is tiny and has that pinched, austere New England face. Just now 
she gave me the first snow-drop that had come out near the office, 
yesterday she had my glasses mended and brought a carton of 
cigarettes and on Monday, since she is going to her seamstress she 
will have two of my jackets mended. I have been in bed for more than 
a week, more ill than I’ve ever been and they got down the doctor who 
put me on tranquillizers and vitamins - as usual. The tranquil!zzer 
got me even more sick so they took me to town to tkm see the doctor 
who gave me more pills and now I am fit as a fiddle - whence all 
this walking around today and this activity writing you a letter. 

The strange thing is I have been eating like a horse all the time 
because of some pill the doctor gave me (B feitamim I think). I eat 
twice as much as anyone else and I have thermos flasks of bouillon, 
milk and hot water to make tea throughout the night. If I want 
KKythixgxalHWxi more hot water I merely have to walk to the kitchen 
downstairs. You wouldnlt believe my room. I have the short-story 
place overlooking this terrace and bathing pool, next the bed-place 
where I lie down and read or sleep, next to it is the poetry place 
with ottoman to lik* lie down and read, sleep or write poetry on 
another table, then thBre is the huge desk for me to expand on 
great themes with a view of stretching lawns and pines to the 
horizon, next the music place with piano, antique music stand 
and all accoutrements, than clothes place, fireplace, clothes 
and pantry place and then dining place and right In the middle 
is my white drawing room to entertain people in. The whole is 
surrounded by leaded diamondpand windows except in music place 
which has the view for the necessary expansion of sould. All 
around are of course the trees. Eoth terrace swt (half of it) 
and roof and ceiling are of the gable type. There are miles of 
woods - this is a lovely place and everybody is waiting to see 
you and Shakuntala. The latter will go wild here I think. 

Have started work on my story. I know that in a few days time 
I’ll feel even stronger and more vigorous. Must go for my bath 



now. Time for dinner 


Someone remarked about the calligraphy on your envelope. It 
has deteriorated & lot I think. You should give more time to 
it. As for Eliot article Just follow what I have written in 
the fourth letter and my note on contributors (Anne Ridler) 

and you’ll be contributing something most original and 
important about Eliot. 






Yaddo, 25 April ’64 


Esta dear. 

Am working away like fury. Think I’m writing 
a really marvellous CATCHING AN ELEPHANT: and I’m also 
working on the long preface fort he ^llot hook which 
myy come as a jolt to Eliot’s fans. An advance of a h 
hundred pounds ison its way, as I told you, and the 
publisher wrote/? today to make the introduction as 
gentle as possible. Have much reading to do and the 
library at Skidmore College and the Saratoga Public 
Library ase collaborating magnificently. 

I shall leave here on May 28th since this 
Boom was promised to a composer long before my 
application; people apply often a yean beforehand 
and in any case there are few studios here since they 
don’t wish to make it a holiday resort. So try to come 
before the 28th. After that I may go to MacDowell, if 
they accept me. That’s in New Hampshire and I’ll have 
no hopes of finding such a lovely room again. I’ve got 
everything here for work, tables, all the books 1 ^ai.t, 
dictionaries, encyclopeidias, maps in this very room. 
And I have a portable table and stool to work by the 
streams and pools in the dense woods, when it's sunny. 

Where the devil is that pullover? 

Love to you both, 

V? 




Yaddo, Saratoga Springs 
New York Saturday 

Esta dear. The country air, the bourbon and the cigarettes made 
me collapse last night and the doctor will be here in a few minutes. 
Elizabeth Ames and Polly Hanson are taking very good care of me, 
am fed in my room and loaded with vitamins and other necessities. 

I have the original drawing room cf the former owner Mrs Trask. 

It’s as large as a cottage, surrounded on all sides by leaded window* 
and 500 acres of tall trees, lakes, studios, farmhouses etc. The very 
next estate is the Whitney’s where they have a private race track. 
Polly tells me this is the lovelies room at Yaddo and no doubt it is. 
HavenAt seen so much space and magnificence and some of the rarest 
books are stored here, haven't explored very much since I have 
felt lousy. Polly says rest, rest and don’t worry about work just 
yet. And she says 1 could apply t& M a cdowell from here when I leave 
here which may not bo for quite a while. She has been trying to build 
up my self-confidence and seld-esyeem and both she and Elizabeth are 
touchingly concerned. The guests here are terribly nice and talented 
and more are on the way. 

Would like to see you both in this room. x f you come you could 
stay at a motel at Saratoga five minutes away and call here after 
four when everybody fraternizes. And we could go up to town for 
dinner. 

The doctor will be here in a few imnutes, so I’ll stop. 


Love, 




Mr. and Mrs. 

Fred Busi 


1A Thorney Court 

108 Grozier 

Road 


London wf8. 

Cambridge 




Mass. USA. 




My dear Esta 

and Fred, 




I was going to set a new poem for Andre-Isak on a type¬ 
setting machine on my return from France, where I was for 
about two months pioneering for Apple Magazine; but unfor¬ 
tunately I freaked out in Avignon where I had gone to meet 
Lawrence Durrell, and landed up in hospital for five weeks 
I lost all my money before I returned to the void of 
London, which is the reason you have not heard from me. 

I am trying to float Apple Magazine here and if I fail 
I'll return to Paris. A kiss for Shakuntala and Andre-Is' 

LOVE, LOVE, LOVE, ■ I 
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Vasco Popa from Yggoslavia, W.S.Graham, your godmother Kathle 
Kathleen Raine (you must write to her, she sends love - c/0 
me, David Gascoyne, George Barker not Baker as on programme). 

The most moving; film on Mandlestam - you must read his poems 
tr. by my friend David Mcduff - pub. by Fix Farrar, Straus, G 
Giroux narrated by his wife N adeshda, I fell asleep through 
sheer exhaustion in the cinema after first 10 mins, but my fr 
friends told me. The PL exhibition xx at Heffer’s was terrifi c 
and we made a sound film, hastily got together some of my poet friends 
to read - Gascoyne, Peter Russell - Joseth Brodsky who was to read that 
day at Heffer’s unfortunately did not turn up - he had been rushed to a 
reading in London. We’ll show you film when you turn up. On the 11th 
next month I’ve been asked to open the exhibition of POETRY OOF THE 
FORTIES at the Ilkley Literature Festival and I shall stay on a few days 
to meet my friends like Gascoyne and Robin Williamson (programme enclosed) 
who lives in Los AngelesE (his wife Janet Looks like you s omewhat) and is 
now my partner on PL, raising f unds in U.S., issuing PL records and 

cassettes with me.Our people have decided to enshrine the little work 

I have done on permanent show in our club room where we also have 
a collection of the paintings of my 83 year old painter friend Gerald 
Wilde.... 


Shakuntala, I am sorry I forgot your birthday. The drink and smoke and 
the fasting got me down and I teas hospitalized twice, spend two weeks in 
in ST. Osyth’s Priory Nursing home, in Essex - and at home - and have 
fully recovered ohly during the past week. Full steam ahead now and am 
working like hell. PL will be a regular quarterly now, starting next! 

Sep. Summer's no time for publishing nythingl Will write again from 
London. Please write. 



Isc 
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)etry London ~ Ne w York 

SIXTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11 , N. Y., ORegon 5-9218 


Katharine Falley, Winthrop Palmer: Associate Editors 


Wednesday o/o Le#is, 


Esta dear, 

That wasa lovely break from NY and I was amazed what three 

weeks had done for Shakuntala. If your oarents accept the offer from 

Grossinger's do let me know* Fred and June are, I think, leaving for 
Rico one of these days, depending on the whims of the presiding judge. 

Perhaps you could manage a week-end here* I hooe the other cards read 

A, 


Jim returned from Panama last Friday. He had awful trouble 


finding a taxi at the station and then, one of the taxis in front of 
him was set on fire. He is hapoy to be back. 

Have written to Safia to say that I am at present uncertain 
of my plans. I'll write again when I have the reactions to the letters 


Tham thilcka tham tham. 



I’ve written. 
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Yaddo, 25 April ’64 


Esta dear 


Am working away like fury* Think I’m writing 


a really marvellous CATCHING AN ELEPHANT: and I’m also 
working on the long preface fort he ^liot book which 
myy come as a jolt to Eliot’s fans. An advance of a fc 
hundred pounds ison its way, as I told you, and the 
publisher wrot e)i today to make the introduction as 
gentle as possible* Have much reading to do and the 
library at Skidmore College and the Saratoga Public 
Library ase collaborating magnificently. 


I shall leave here on May 28th since thfe 


Boom was promised to a composer long before my 
application: people apply often a yean beforehand 
and in any case there are few studios here since they 
don’t wish to make it a holiday resort. So try to come 
before the 28th. After that I may go to MacDowell, if 
they accept me. That’s in New Hampshire and I’ll have 
no hopes of finding such a lovely room again. I’ve got 
everything here for work, tables, all the books I want, 
dictionaries, encyclopeidias, maps in this very room. 
And I have a portable table and stool to work by the 
streams and pools in the dense woods, when it’s sunny. 

Where the devil is that pullover? 

Love to you both. 




APPLE BOOKS/APPLE MAGAZINE 26A PONT STREET MEWS LONDON SW1 TELEPHONE 01 -584 1957 


t 

c/o Shakespeare and Company- 

37 rue de la Bucherie 

Paris 5 9 March 1970 

Dear Esta and Fred, 

A friend of yours Joe Martin 
Box 58 Ahington Connecticut wrote to say he will 
he seeing me in London in March. Could you please give him 
this address where I am literally hibernating until iby 
colleages in England form me a companjr. The phone number 
(unlisted) is ODEon 32-62. This number is also mine since 
my Paris office, starting end of the week,will be upstairs 
when the present tenants have moved out. I came here for 
3 months actually to work-on my memoirs to fill up the 
time needed for t fee floating GS the company and to arrange 
office accomodation/ in Paris with my friend George Whitman 
who owns ±hr two floors and basement of this building 
overlooking Notre Dame - splendid location at kilometer zero’. 
But, alas, my wallet, typewriter, record player and only 
sherwani I had were stolen and so I holed up with George 
which is like sleeping in the middle of Grand Central Station 
and I am literally fast asleep in bed often at two and three 
in the afternoon like an island in the Anglo-American sea 
full of French propoises, Scandinavian sardines, Japanese 
dolphins, Indian and Ceylonese tuna. South American 
barracuda. Consequently without fulfilling my aid noble 
mission I downed much pinard, pernod, cognac. Mere among 
other items in the bistros of the rue St.Jacques in my old 
grand manner and had the same joe tres grande downfall. Have 
been much ill in bed nursed by good old George who at one 
point had to feed me every two hours. But, as you see, the 
old bugger is up again on his sticks and is working away 
in the bookshop...first time up. Should hear from my 
colleages before the end of the month,,, the call from 
across the water for Bonnie Prince Charlie. 




Did not write to you before. Sorry. I 
know you will understand. I lost my office and typesetting 
machine in London so I could not write the poem fDr 
Andre-Izak. Kiss him from me. I'll make up for it with some 
Parisian bagatelle-. Paris is swarming with books and prints 
which would interest Fred. If there is anything he wants 
write to me now or at anytime to George. 

I plan on coming to the U.S., as usual, 
in May. Many friends will fly over. But if you would rather 
come to Paris and London please let me know now. ** . 

u. t/y rtf* A- 

Shakuntala, darling, how are you? 

Haven't you learned to write yet? Send me a photo of 
yourself and Andre-Izak. 

Have hunted all over for one of 
the rue postcards of the rue de Buci in th^e LMjn Chx-rter 
wh^M. this Is. So in the end I posed for ohs by a/streex sign. 
Shakuntala, someone stole the Beatle record signed for you 

Beatles. I'll try to make amends when I've henlfed the rift 
between me and them .•.machinations of American business magager, 
*S*third Beatle manager I've dealt with! 

Love, Love,, Love 

EDITED BYTAMBIMUTTU 




Director 


Tambimuttu 



THE SEAHORSE PRESS 
14 Cornwall Gardens, London SW7 9AN. 

Tel: 01-584 2491 
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Yaddo, Saratoga Springs, N.Y 
Maybe Friday or Thursday 


Esta dear, received your letter this morning. Have been out all day 
surveying this huge place, High Hill where the Trasks and Peabodys 
have a grove ruled by that fantastic cross from the island of 
Iona in Scotalnd, the Mansion which has yet to be opened up because of 
the cost of central heating, the rock and rose gardens and pools which 
will soon be full of lotuses and goldfish now in storage under an 
ine-covered pond, the dark paths in the pinewoods etc. I have sought 
out corners where I could sit on my camp-stool and write in the sun. 

As it is I am in the sun at the moment on my own private p©rch which 
is I suppose fcwixs as large as the whole of the basement apartment 
at E 5rd. What luxury! Of course Elisabeth and Pefe&y are new since 
they run the place! E&liy is a Peabody which means she is very 
old and very gracious. Polly is from Brookline, very tdimorous, 
retiring and full of missionary seal. She must be about 45 although 
she is tiny and has that pinched, austere New England face. Just now 
she gave me the first snow-drop that had come out near the office, 
yesterday she had my glasses mended and brought a carton of 
cigarettes and on Monday, since she is going to her seamstress she 
will have two of my jackets mended. I have been in bed for more than 
a week, more ill than I've ever been and they got down the doctor who 
put me on tranquillizers and vitamins - as usual. The tranquil!zzer 
got me even more sick so they took me to town to fctoa see the doctor 
who gave me more pills and now I am fit as a fiddle - whence all 
this walking around today and this activity writing you a letter. 

The strange thing is I have been eating like a horse all the time 
because of some pill the doctor gave me (B Sitamim I think). I eat 
twice as much as anyone else and I have thermos flasks of bouillon, 
milk and hot water to make tea throughout the night. If I want 
KKykkitRgxslasxi more hot water I merely have to walk to the kitchen 
downstairs. You wouldnlt believe my room. I have the short-story 
place overlooking this terrace and bathing pool, next the bed-place 
where I lie down and read or sleep, next to it is the poetry place 
with ottoman to Ilka lie down and read, sleep or write poetry on 
another table, then there Is the huge desk for me to expand on 
great themes with a view of stretching lawns and pines to the 
horizon, next the music place with piano, antique music stand 
and all accoutrements, than clothes place, fireplace, clothes 
and pantry place and then dining place and right in the middle 
is my white drawing room to entertain people in. The whole is 
surrounded by leaded diamondpand windows except in music place 
which has the view for the necessary expansion of sould. All 
around are of course the trees. Both terrace and (half of it) 
and roof and ceiling are of the gable type. There are miles of 
woods - this is a lovely place and everybody is waiting to see 
you and Shakuntala. The latter will go wild here I think. 

Have started work on my story. I know that in a few days time 
I'll feel even stronger and more vigorous. Must go for my bath 



now. Time for dinner 


Someone remarked about the calligraphy on your envelope. It 
has deteriorated a lot I think. You should give more time to 
it. As for Eliot article Just follow what I have written in 
the fourth letter and my note on contributors (Anne Ridler) 

and you'll be contributing something most original and 
important about Eliot. 








Editions Poetry London 

29 AVENUE CHAMBERS 4 VERNON PLACE LONDON WC1 1 TEL: 01 242 9124 


13 January 1978 


Esta dear, 


I am distressed that ^hkuntala didn't bother to reply to my last 
letter asking whether she had the second engraved glass which I 
sent through Jim Burtle for her last birthday. I also had no response 
to my tetlephone tasking for a recent photo of her for Safia who 
was here on holiday, returning on Jem. ^nd. She is tidying up 
her affairs since she is now the sole survivor or Cumrudeen Tyabjee 
and considers shakuntala her god daughter and no doubt wants the 
picture on her desk or scrapbook which is not fat. 


As you may have guessed I've been in bad shape since my last visit 
to N.Y. I borrowed a lot of money from the bank for my trip which 
is being gradually paid up by my present backers. A new numbef of 
the magazine will be published in the Spring. As for India Love 
Poems l8ve managed to persuade Padadine that at least 3 members 
of my family should be given copies (they can hand bind only lO 
copiesa month) so that I need 3 instead of 2 author's copies 
which I must ask them to post as quickly as possible. I couldn't 
possibly pack and post an object xhiak I can't lift from the table, let 
alone carry to the P.0. Although it will be addressed to bhakuntala 
it is meant for the entire family. Please ask her to write to 
oafia T at 1 Ravindra Mansion, Dinshaw Wacha Road, Bombay 400-0<i0. 
telephone ^50643 in case you travel to India one of these days. 

There's a new book out UNDER SIEGE about the literary forties, by 
Hewison and published by Weidenfeldt and Nicolson. The library 
may have a copy, full of the old gossip with that antique photo 
in the Spender POETRY SINCE .9->9« I think I told yccu about INSIDE 
THE FORTIES by Derek Stanford copied from other gossip books. 

I had to restrain Lord Longford's company (Sidgwick and Jackson) 

-he is Antonia Frazer's father and they pasted a note of apology 
to me in every copy before publication. I must now set bout 
clearing the air of wartime literary London in the magazine and 
in my book on which I am working again at off moments. 


Fred Lewis and Telo RkTe± Reifel and whose apt we stayed with 
ohakuntala stayed with me on 2 different occasions last year. 

Bill drowned in North Africa and they are together now. I've 
asked them to contact you and you could reach them at Perry Lane 
Rochester, Mass. Phone 6 i 7-295-'178 and at d?>b Warren St, Brooklyn. 
Phone 5^£;-06i8. They want to see you again. Fred has invested 
£1000 in Lyrebird and is going to be active in it. He is also 
paying half the rent here to get rid of my lodger and get ray office 
back. They'll use it on their visits here until they settle down 
in England and buy a house I suppose since Telo is wealthy 
and would prefer to live here, as for Jim Burtle he will be here 
this month. Now be a good girl ana write soon. 


f t/t k>UfiA. Co— 


Editor: TAMBIMUTTU Managing Editor: GERALDINE CASH 

Editorial Board: MYFANWY PIPER PATSY WILSON JOHN HOWKINS KEITH JONES 
American Editor: BATAAN FAIGAO . 40 Melrose Avenue . Mount Vernon . New York 10552 


Editorial Assistant: JANE F WILLIAMS 
Tel: 914-667-1981 






Poetry: London/New York 
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Poetry: London I N.Y. Books 
58 Jane Street 
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Poetry: London/N.Y. Records 
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New York, N. Y. iooi 4 


Esta dear. 


TAMBIMUTTU, Editor 

J. RICHARD BIDDLE, 
Assoc. Editor 

FRANK BRADY, Publisher 


On my return from Northampton I sat in the garden next day and 
dictated 29 letters to Dick Biddle who took them down directly on 
the typewriter. The other days in the office have not been much 
different although I find it difficult to concentrate with so many 
loud voices sounding all together. Think I am succeeding in forming 
a federation of printers who will invest in a new firm - Tambimuttu 
and Frank Brady. In any case, one of them. Tribune Printing Company, 
are willing to invest. Have advertised tonight for secretarial help 
and I hope we find someone suitable. 


The FESTSCHRIFT FOR MARIANNE MDORE's 77‘th BIRTHDAY will be out on 
November 2nd,which is the last date for distribution by Dodd, Mead, 
and we are beating all editing, printing and publishing rules. You 
see,WKKksxa§ax publishers had had their last travellers mdeting for 
November publication and they had published the third and fourth 
editions of their catalogues. Am getting marvellous co-operation from 
many people Including The American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
Babette Deutsch and Richard Eberhart have already sent In their 
pieces - Robert Lowell, Jean Garrigue, Howard Moss, May Swenson, 
Malcolm Cowley, William Jay Smith are writing theirs. Thirty-six 
oter contributors were written to during the last few days. 


Have written to Lenny offering to pay a fee for the scroll since 
it Is only fair. We shall give him a percentage -of donations although, 
thinking along these lines, we should also pay the poets and artists 
who are going to sign It. Ah we&l, as Marianne Moore wrote to me 
from a sick bed before I went to Yaddo, which generated the Idea of 
a birthday book for her while I was there: "Strange It Is, the 
Inequalities that beset us In maintaining life as vie have lived it. 

It seems to me that prices are higher than at the highest range we 
could be expected to pay." I found that moving. 


Love to you and Shakuntala. 



Tele: ALgonquin 5-3355 



Poetry: London/New York 
58 Jane Street 
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Poetry: London/N.Y. Books 
58 Jane Street 
New York, N. Y. iooi4 

Poetry: London I N.Y. Records 
58 Jane Street 
New York, N. Y. iooi4 

TAMBIMUTTU, Editor 

J. RICHARD BIDDLE, 
Assoc. Editor 

FRANK BRADY, Publisher 


EstA deAr, 

Your exAms must be over and I hope you coming ovet next week. 

You'll notice I can't use the electric yet. The voluntary helpers 
have been using it all the time and this is the first time I've 
worked it since I last wrote to you. 

Do try to bring a perambulator to N.Y. so you can walk round the 
Village. There's no space for the rocking chair and, in any case. 
It belongs where It is since I gave it and you must all have got 
used to it by now. 

As before I've had the usual quota of disappointments in starting 
again and am grimly holding on to the helm and hope PLNY finds 
still waters soon. 



Tele: ALgonquin 5-3355 
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July 6, I 96 U 


Mrs. T. Tambimuttu 
3h Columbus Avenue 
Northampton, Massachusetts. 


Esther dear; 

I am sending you a sample copy of Chessworld magazine although 
I know you and. Shakuntala are not chess players. It is 
published by Frank Brady .vhose offices I share ana is working 
with me on the revival of PINT and its associated companies] i 
I thought perhaps some Northaurptonian chess fiends and 
institutions might be interested n seeing it. 


Love to ycu both. 



p.3. Freddie and June are in Vermont for the season — 'red 
for the next three weeks. Do send re a nice picture of 
Shakuntala for my office and if you do go to see Fred 
and June would you find a p^ilfull of stones for 
Shakuntala. 


Tsdb 
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Yaddo, Saratoga Springs 
New York Saturday 

Esta dear. The country air, the bourbon and the cigarettes made 
me collapse last night and the doctor will be here in a few minutes. 
Elizabeth Ames and Polly Hanson are taking very good care of me, 
am fed in my room and loaded with vitamins and other necessities. 

I have the original drawing room cf the former owner Mrs Trask. 

It’s as large as a cottage, surrounded on all sides by leaded window* 
and 500 acres of tall trees, lakes, studios, farmhouses etc. The very 
next estate is the Whitney** where they have a private race track. 
Polly tells me this is the lovelies room at Yaddo and no doubt it is. 
HavenAt seen so much space and magnificence and some of the rarest 
books are store* here, haven’t explored very much since I have 
felt lousy. Polly says rest, rest and don*t worry about work just 
yet. And she says I could apply to M a cdowell from here when I leave 
here which may not be for quite a while. She has been trying to build 
up my self-confidence and seld-es^eem and both she and Elizabeth are 
touchingly concerned. The guests here are terribly nice and talentea 
and more are on the way. 

Would like t© see you both in this room. • L f you come you could 
stay at a motel at Saratoga five minutes away and call here after 
four when everybody fraternizes. And we could go up to town for 
dinner. 

The doctor will be here in a few imnutes, so I’ll stop. 


Love, 




LYREBIRD LONDON LIMITED TEN KENDRICK MEWS LONDON SW7 
Telephone: 584 6567 Thurairajah Tambimuttu, Lyn Hughes, Adam Kara 


17 December 1970 


Dear Esta, Fred, Shakuntala, Andre-Izak, 

I've been working like hell to found this company with only 
commitments of investment, so far, from people in this country and 
U.S. I hope things will start moving after January 19 when 
Frank Cass & C opsone are having a slap-up party at the National 
Book League for the facsimile publication of POETRY LONDON m 
five volumes, priced at 35 pounds. There.will be TV and.newspaper 
coverage. I am also to appear in a BBC film on 'aerald wilde uhe 
painter who I used to support years ago. A man was found dead 
outside his hovel of a studio in Earlsfield SW18, in the suburbs 
and,mistaking him for Gerald, The Times and The Daily ,_elegraph 
set up his obituary notice^s. Fortunately they discovered their 
mistake in time. The film starts with the press cuttings, ^erald s 
empty studio and his friends voices discussing the weird realities 
of his extraodinary life. Paranoid and grotesque m his appearance, 
fixing you with a pointed finger and it seems only one startling eye 
Gerald is still one of the gentlest creatures I know although 
he often spoke to me of having strangled a cat and was always washing 
his hands under the tap for some strange reason, rhe same producer 
also wants to make a film on me. 

One friend (Esta may remember me talking of Jay Phillips) who 
mav invest in the company is flying over the party from Lake .orest, 
Til Tulian Treveleyan has designed the invitation card- I hope 
Henry Moo?e, Sutherland, Francis Bacon, Barbara Hepworth Lawrence 
Burrell Nabakov, Menuhin, Sir Michael Redgrave etc will attend. 

Wish you could all attend also and had I the money I send it 

to you as you jolly well know. 

I've been given this marvellous office by Cyril kxisrc Taylor 
the President of the American Institute of Foreign Studies which 
Fred may have hear of ...until April l-.He and his wife Judy 
are throwing a party for business associates hoping one o_ 
bill become sufficiently interested to ^ S ^ e ^ e ^aS? ’ 

Thev have a marvellous house m Lexham Walk and sh 
Other American friends have just rented. er^Thev h-ve 

in Cheyne Salk, Chelsea, next door tV 1 wonH? 

oromised to invest £1,000, as some others have, and I won t 
collect until I have accountants and a business meager. A 
^5u know, I am only entering publishing again so I can e 

money behind. 


It may be worthwhile to enquire into the American Inst., 

Game America and International Study Services. If you are 
interested I could ask the people here to send you some brochures. 


Must hurry off now to an appointment. 












r 



Ltf/ttbl/ld [LwdmllM 

PUBLISHERS 

3 CHEYNE GARDENS LONDON SW3 5QU TELEPHONE 351 0336 
Tambimuttu, Katharine F. Bennett, Kathleen Raine, Lyn Hughes 

Secretary: Adam Kara 


Mr and Mrs Fred Busi, 
111, South Street, 
Northampton, 

Mass., 


15th June, 1971. 



Dear Fred and 


Es 


4 


I am arriving in New York on the 20th, Sunday, noon, tor 
a week ana maybe a few days more to transa£# some business. 
I'd like to come down to visit you and family for an 
evening or afternoon in Northampton unless you are coming 
up to New York yourselves. 

1 am hoping to bring my books back with me. I'll be at 
•Jlim Burtle's 35th Avenue - 777,3^60. Looking forward to 
seeing you and Shakuntala. ■ 


l 


r 




TM/EH 







Ll//tlb(/ld [Lmdm]Ltd 

PUBLISHERS 

3 CHEYNE GARDENS LONDON SW3 5QU TELEPHONE 351 0336 
Tambimuttu, Katharine F. Bennett, Kathleen Raine, Lyn Hughes 

Secretary: Adam Kara 


August 6th 1971 


Dear Estjjla and Fred, 

I am arriving in New York on August 
i^th and will stay for the first four days at the 5th 
Avenue Hotel. Jim, unwilling to buy his appartment on 
5th Avenue has moved, so I won't be staying with him, 
although, maybe, at his new one-room studio in the 
same quarter. 

Would it be possible for me to 
come down for the weekend of Saturday l8th August, 
or preferably the weekend of Sat^Kay 4th September? 

I am anxious to see you all again. 



Tambimuttu. 


Mr. & Mrs. Frea Busi 
111 South Street 
Northampton 
Mass. 
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Mr. Frederick Busi, 

111 South St., 

Northampton, 

Mass. 01060, 

U.3.A. July 25th, 1978 


Dear Fred, 

The Godot manuscript has not yet arrived and I hope you will bring 
a carbon copy of it along with you to London and I shall look forward to 
discussing the manuscript as well as your outline on King Philipps War 
when you arrive I shall be around, and do please note that only one of my 
phones is working 

The bull colophon you mentioned >a adapted from the coin of the 
kings of Jaffna for yet another publishing house that I was going to found in 
the forties in London It is also the battle flag of my family and one of the 
curious facts of history I should perhaps tell you is that since my father s 
death three years ago, I am the non-Iegal (at present) King of Jaffna 

Ha 


Tambimuttu 


24th November 1972 


James T. Rutnam Esq 
'Baron’s Court' 

35 Guildford Crescent 
Colombo 7 


Dear Uncle Jimp 

Paulinus tells me that you have a copy of my father's GANGA VAMSA. 

Could you please let me have a copy since I require it for my memoirs. 

My cqpy was last by British Eagle Airways, along with other valuable 
papers. I am enclosing a cutting from the TIMES fiartheurubject for your 
amusement! 

I also want to buy three Jaffna coins with our crest on them. Uncle Gnana 
Prakasar gave me one when I first came to England, but it was unfortunately 
bombed, believe it or not, and buried in a building occupied by Winston 
Churchill's cousin. Captain Billy Williams, Please let me know the cost, 
and I willasend you the cash. 

W 

With love to you and the children. Please give my very special love to 
Uncle Ratna also. 







Tambimuttu 





Signature of Henry Vlllth, Letters Patent granting 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital to City of London, 1546. 
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Yaddo 

Saratoga Springs 
New York 

18 Hay 196k 


Dear Muriel, 


Have been here for the D^s^.six weeks engaged on complex 
projects: revising a 1 9h9 symposiun^for rftPthird edition, with a long 
introduction, completing my book of short stories for Houghton Mifflin, 
writing some poems AND compiling a 77th Birthday Book for Marianne 
Moore on exactly the same lines as the Bliot one. Am enclosing a 
descriptive 'blurb 1 sent to theBnglish publidi ar . On top of all this 
am laying laying some plans for the revival of PLNY. 

She idea for the M.M. book was born suddenly when I is cieved 
a letter from her and I realized that she will be 77 on Novemler 1$. 

t am wondering whether you would c a re to decorate he r 
birthday cake. You will beppaid, of course, and contributions should 
be in by the end of June. 

Am sorry to give you such short notice. Other prospective 
contributors will perhaps be sent a circular letter tommorrow. 

I look forward to hearing from you,and now th a t I am 
active again I shall hope to see you soon in New York. 

Tambimuttu 


P.S. Hope to go from here to Huntington Hartford. Did you read any of 
my stories in The New Yorker or Heporter? And may I some time give your 
n a me as a reference either to these people or another foundation? Howard 
Mbss would like to see some poems for the New Yorker and am applying 
to H.H. for residence to finish thebook of stories a ndto write some poems. 





I BLURB FOR T,S. ELIOT* A Symposium, edited by Tambimuttu and March (R,) 

• Since Mr Eliot’s reticence and shyness are well known, this gentle squib 

f of a festschrift for his sixtieth birthday was designed to foil his desire 
for ’continual extinction of personality, 1 ' or, even, mildly shock him* a 
plan which is, surely, not beyond Mr Eliot’s own experience. He has done 
even worse. Once, at a Committee meeting of the publishing house he works 
with, two American colleagues and himself celebrated the rourth of July by 
planting a large coal-scuttle of spitting fire-crackers between the chairman’s 
legs with the aid of ropes and pulleys. Other Glorious rourths and Committee 
meetings were celebrated with bombs, or in as noisy fashion. Mr Eliot (once 
a man or chemistry, who in adult life played around witn evil-smelling re¬ 
torts) was horribly "fertile in suggestions, and bland in the accomplishment," 

Though the editors may not have entirely succeeded, which is a reflection 
on the character and work of T.S.ii,, it was in this intimate spirit that 
friends and admirers were invited, Chinese and Indianwise, to send in their 
birthday squibsi not in the shape ofl pure criticism, which perperuated him* 

"as a sort of masked, academic,..figure ,” but in anecdotes, reminiscences# 
personal statements of first reactions to his poetry, the manner they first 
became acquainted with it, or were influenced by it. The criticism is here, 
of course, but on the whole, in less academic fashion. 

The polymopph squib, thus put together surreptitiously, in Eastern fashioiv 
was meant to be a surprise, as great a surprise as a Fourth of July surprise. 
But the Nobel Prize Committee in Stockholm had got wind of it through seeret 
channels and cabled for the first available proofs of the book, thereby 
honoring Eliot and his work, and the scope and significance of the 
symposium itself. It has played a valuable part in the international dis¬ 
semination of his work and become an important source book—in first hand 
reporting--of Mr Eliot’s student life and early London career, and of those 
friends, writers and teachers who helped shape his language and thinking. 

This is the important aspect of the books it is chiefly written by people 
who actually participated in the life and career of the poet, as friends and 
critics, like Clive Bell, Conrad Aiken and Wyndham lewis; or E, Martin Browne 
and Ashley Dukes who played critical parts in the development of Mr Eliot 
as a playwright. For Instance, we learn that Mrs Browne gave its title to 
Murder In the Cathedral, and that Mr Eliot’s first venture 6n the stage. 

The Rock7 was created from a scenario by Mr Browne who first produced all 
live ot his stage presentations. Some of the translators and critics who 
helped give an international aspect to Mr Eliot’s works are also here: 
Luciano Anscheschi, G.B. angioletti, Amalendu Bose, FJmilio Cecchi, Ernst 
'Robert Curtiua, Eishn u Dey, Hen ri FluchAre, E.F.C. Ludowyk, Claude Edmonde 
Magny, Eugenio Montale, Mario Praz and George Seferls, 

I The other KMiixi&xiiSM distinguished contributors to the festschrift are* 
B,| t Auden, Oeroge Barker, Montgomery Belgion, John Betjeman, Ronald Bottrallj 
Nevill Coghill, Lawrence Durrell, William Erapson, Ero, Gsroge Every S.S.M,, 
Q.S. Fraser, Michael Hamburger, Pierre Jean Jouve, John Heath-Stubbs, Louis 
XXXK&iami MacNeice, Marianne Moore, F.V. Korkij, Nicholas Moore, Edwin Muir, 
Noram Nicholson, Hugh Gordon Porteus, Kathleen Raine, Anne Ridler, Adlth 
Sitwell, Stephen Spender, Ruthven Todd and Vernon Watkins, 

The book, which is now indexed, is illustrated with photographs of Mr 
Eliot at various stages of his career, reproductions of holograph MSS of 
his earliest writings (aged 7-20), and pages from Difficulties of a Statesman, 
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T LYREBIRD LONDON LIMITED TEN KENDRICK MEWS LONDON SW7 

Telephone: 584 6567 Thurairajah Tambimuttu, Lyn Hughes, Adam Kara 

14 February 1971 


My darling, 

I could not write to you since I returned end of Octtober 
from New York because nothing new was happening and my 
efforts to revive my publishing in England were still in 
the infant stage. And then we have had a postal strike 
for weeks. So I am giving this letter to my cousin who is 
Ceylon Ambassador to give to his friend the Ambassador fjcjajs 
for Ceylon in Washington who will post it to you from there. 

priced £35 

The reprint of my old magazine POETRY LONDON/is being 
launched at an "all champagne" party by the publishers 
on the 23rd. The party will be televised live by the BBC 
and reporters from many parts of the world will be present. 
They are also going to film an hour’s long piece on me. 

End of this month I shall start work as a publisher again 
and send five books to press. To start with I hope to 
publish 20 books a year. I will send you copies of all the 
books and the POETRY LONDON reprint for you to share with 
your family. I will be moving into a new office-apartment 
and start work on some poems and my memoirs. 

K have been to Paris again since I last saw you and 
missed you, mummy, pop and Andre-Izak. Please give them 
my love. I hope to see you all again in Northampton in 
May, so do expect me at least on your bith&day. I am going 
to be very busy in New York with publishers and agents. 

I know you will be at school and can't visit me so I will 
try to spend a few days near Northampton to visit you. 

The majority shares I own in this company are in 
our joint names, to be controlled by me during your 
minority. I hope the company is a huge success during 
the next couple of years when I will hope to send you 
an allowance....1 hope sooner! 

Ask mum to write and PLEASE write yourself. 




Llffctbl/ld [Lmdtm] Ltd 

PUBLISHERS 

3 CHEYNE GARDENS LONDON SW3 5QU TELEPHONE 351 0336 
Tambimuttu, Katharine F. Bennett, Kathleen Raine, Lyn Hughes 

Secretary: Adam Kara 
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Daily Telegraph Reporter 

A COMPANY director, Mr 
Allan Goult, 36, denied 
yesterday that he was irre¬ 
sponsible to encourage his 
17-month-old son Lee to 
smoke and inhale a cherry- 
wood pipe for about 20 
minutes a day. 

He said: “I don’t believe it 
does him any harm. Many health 
experts would sooner see a child 
playing with a pipe than chew¬ 
ing cigarette ends. 

“Lee has never had a dummy. 
He climbs on my knee after 
meals when I settle down with a 
pipe, and takes it himself. He 
will keep a pipe going for about 
20 minutes regularly. 

“ He can speak with the pipe 
in his mouth, and will even hold 
it with just his six teeth if his 
hands are occupied. He was 



Lee Goult, 17 months. 


never a child for sweets. He 
seems to get real comfort.” 

Mr Goult, 36, managing direc¬ 
tor of an electrical contracting 
firm, is secretary of Teesside 
Pipe Smoking Club. His other 
sons, Kevin, 11, Derek, 9, and 
Clive, 7—have all tried pipes but 
none has taken to the habit. His 
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Miss Shakuntala Tambimuttu, 

111 South Street, 

Northampton, 

Massachusetts, 

U. S. A. December 20, 1972. 




fj 


I am terribly, terribly sorry not to have written earlier to acknowledge 
receiving the beautiful photograph you sent to Kay and myself. I have been 
feeling not too good since my return from the U. S. and the difficulties 
involved in establishing a new publishing house have kept me on the run and 
in bad shape. However, I am feeling much better now. 


I wonder whether you could send me another copy of the picture you 
sent me ( t«=ii«y. 

Besides some of the photographs I took of you in Northampton, I am 
enclosing an article on your grandfather, who unfortunately you never met and 
your uncles Augustine Thurainayagam and Paulinus Thuraisingham, who is 
living in London at present with his son Freud Yogarajah. 

I cannot really thank what I c^^et you fw a Christmas present, and I 
hope you will find your owrj/with the enclosed small bank note. 


I hope to see you again soon, 



Xj 
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Miss Shakuntala Tambimuttu, 

111 South Street, 

Northampton, 

Massachusetts, 01060, 

U.S.A. 22nd May 1979* 


Dearling, 

I was very moved by your last letter and I have asked Fred 
Lewis and Tilo Reifel of New York to bring you down with 
them when they visit me about the middle of next month. 

I have asked Fred to ring you and Esta, who I talked to 
last night. 

I am off to Ireland this week but I will be back here in 
time to meet you. 

By the way, I have asked my two nephews (your first cousins), 
to get in touch with you. 


1. Thiviam F. Tambimuttu, 
c/o Larry M. Bischoff, 
RR2 Box 166, 

Juneau, 

Wisconsin, USA. 


2 . 


who is a graduate in farming and is furthering his 
studies in this farming belt; 


Varathan Tambimuttu, 
2858 Greenwich Street, 
San Francisco, 
California. 
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GASPAR LODGE 


care of 

SIR JOHN WALLER BT 


FREMANTLE 4-609 



50 (A) COURTFIELD GARDENS 
KENSINGTON 

.OLONDON S. W 5 

OCTOBER ^ 5 , 1968 


AM 


MY DARLING DAUGHTER, „ TFTTER T 

WRITING ON MY NEW, NEW 1 TYPEWRITER. b T LETTER I 

YOU CAN SEE I DON'T KNOW HOW TO WORK IT YET. IT COST ME 
A LOT OP MONEY. I DON'T MIND BECAUSE I AM GOING TO EARN 
A LOT OP MONEY WRITING WITH IT. 

I AM WRITING ON THE NOTE-PAPER OF AN OLD, OLD FRIEND 
OP MINE WHO IS DESCENDED PROM THE POET EDMUND WALLER. 
HE, WITH OTHER FRIENDS OP MINE, IS WRITING A WHOLE BOOK 
ABOUT DADDY WHICH IS GOING TO BE CALLED " THE STORY OP 
TAMBIMUTTU". IT IS THE STORY OP HIS LIFE IN CEYLON AND 
LONDON: IN GRAFTON STREET? IN MARCHMONT STREET, IN 
KINGSWAY, IN MANCHESTER SQUARE, THEN IN CEYLON AND 
INDIA AND,LAST OP ALL,IN AMERICA. THERE WILL BE MANY 
PICTURES AND DRAWINGS WHICH YOU WILL LIKE. YOUR GOD¬ 
MOTHER, KATHLEEN RAINE, HAS WRITTEN THE STORY OP HER 
OWN LIFE. ALTHOUGH THE BOOK WON'T BB PUBLISHED FOR 
MANY, MANY YEARS? FOR PERSONAL REASONS SHE IS GIVING 
SIR JOHN THE CHAPTER ON ME FOR HIS BOOK. SHE GAVE ME 
THREE HXMHEEK DINNER PARTIES AND AMONG THE PEOPLE WHO 
CAME WAS THE ENGLISH POET DAVID GASCOYNE, MY OLD FRIEND;' 
LADY FREDERICA ROSE WHO HAS WRITTEN THE BIGGEST BOOK SO 
FAR ON THE ISLAND OF CORSICA, THE ENGLISH ARTIST CECIL 
COLLINS( I FIRST PRINTED A DRAWING OF HIS ON A SMALL 
BOOK OF POEMS BY NICHOLAS MOORE)? MY GREAT FRIEND LADY 
DIANA AVEBURY WHO HAS APPOINTED; HERSELF MY SOCIAL 
SECRETARY;, THAT IS TAKING ME ROUND TO MEET PEOPLE? AND 
TELLING ME WHO IS A BAD PERSON FOR BUSINESS AND WHO 
ISN'T. VERY SOON SHE IS ASKING THE BEATLES TO MEET ME. 
THE SAME BEATLES WHOSE SONGS YOU HAVE ON RECORDS. SHE 
THINKS THEY SHOULD WORK WITH ME ON "APPLE BOOKS" AND 
AN "APPLE MAGAZINE".*THEY HAVE A LOT OF MONEY TO SPEND 
AND THEY ARE A LOT OF NICE BOYS WHO ARE NOT AT ALL LIKE 
THE AMERICAN BUSINESS MAN. KATHLEEN ALSO ASKED; MY OLD 
FRIEND NADAL WHO WAS THE GREAT FRIEND OF LORCA? THE 

Spanish poet and play writer, he and i will q| 

* T*iS XV BlO, 




ALL THE POEMS OP LORCA WHICH I BOUGHT LONG AGO. HE 
WILL WRITE THE INTRODUCTION AND I WILL PUBLISH. KATH¬ 
LEEN ALSO HAD MAURICE COLLIS WHO HAS WRITTEN /30 
BOOKS AND HIS DAUGHTER LOUISE COLLIS WHO HAS WRITTEN 
10. AND MANY, MANY MORE PEOPLE. HOW ARE YOU. DID 
YOU GET MY POST-CARD AND THE PRESENTS? DO WRITE AND 
LET ME KNOW. AND TELL ME YOU HAVE AT LEAST TRIEJfo TO 
EE SPELL OUT WHAT I HAVE WRITTEN. 

WHEN I FIRST CAME HERE I STAYED WITH SIR JOHN AT 
HIS HOUSE CALLED GASPAR LODGE. HE HAS A BIG, BIG CAR 
WITH BEDS IN IT, A CHAUFFEUR AND AS HE DROVE US TO 

iLS^2 TY ' 1 WAS SHAVING IN THE STREETS OF KENSINGTON. 
DON'T YOU THINK THAT IS VERY FUNNY? TELL MUMMY I 
CAME BACK FROM GLOUSTERSHIRE, WHERE I STAYED WITH 
THE SCULPTOR, LYN CHADWICK, (LYNN), IN THE COTSWOBDS*” 

VERY PRETTY AND AM STAYING IN A HOTEL. I 
GO (DN SUNDAY TO WILTSHIRE TO STAY WITH PAULINE 
TENNANT WHOSE PARENTS WERE THE ACTRESS HERMIONE 
BADDELEY AND DAVID TENNANT WHO STARTED THE GARGOYLE 
CLUB. PAULINE WANTS TO HELP ME TO PRINT BOOKS SO 
TELL MUMMY TO S E ND M E A L L I ASKED FUR BU3PUGT TO HURRY 
B00KS AND HEA VY THINGS BECAUSE I WILL COME 
TO CAMBRIDGE FOR A WEEK (DR TWO TO PICK UP SOME 
THINGS FROM THERE , MILLBROOK AND NEW YORK. BUT THE 
PAPERS AND WRITINGS I WANT AT ONCE? TO COME IN MY 
FRIEND PETER SHAW-LAWRENCE's AEROPLANES IN NEW YORK 
TELL HER AND POP TO TELEPHONE MY LANDLORD AND ASK 
HIM HOW MUCH MONEY I OWE HIM. HE IS A VERY NICE MAN 
I AM SENDING YOU ANOTHER PICTURE FROM THE TIMES 
LITERARY SUPPLEMENT AND I AM GOING TO WRITE ER0 FOR 
IT THE STORY OF MY MAGAZINE. I HAVE GOT FOR YOU 
EDWARD LEAR'S ALPHABET WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN PUBLISHED 
BEFORE. IHAVEN'T SENT IT YET BECAUSE BETTINA- 
SHAW*LAWRENCE? WHO IS A GOOD PAINTER, IS GOING TO 
COLOR IT FOR YOU. ANOTHER GOOD PAINTER, FELIKS 
TOPQLSKI? IS DOING MY PICTURE AND HUGH DE WET THE 
SCULPTOR IS GOING TO SCULPT MY HEAD. ALL THIS IS 
EXCITING FOR THE ARTISTS BECAUSE THEY CAN SELL THEM 
AND I LIKE IT BECAUSE I CAN USE THEM IN MY BOOKS. 

THIS IS CALLED LIKING EACH OTHER, OR "MUTUAL 

a |I^TIon SOCIETY, ask grandpa to write to me if he 
... T0 T IFUT ^ glMl te lNTS? OLD MAPS? PRETTY BOOKS. 









23.xii.62 


Thi* is your first Christmas, Shakuntala, and 
it means a 1st to you, I hope, this ancient 
and barbaric festival. I oaac specially feme 
fron Fred's to writs this little note te yen 
and Xsta. I hare written s book far both of 
you called CATCHING AM ELEPHANT. Although I 
hate out a part of it away, since it is really 
another bosk, and I hate already typed thirty 
pages of it, 1 aw sorry I could not finish it 
in tins to sond it to you today. I wade it arnoh 
toe long sinoe it was your first book. Merer mind* 
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POST CARD 
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“The Lyre Bird,” colored aquatint by Aude- 
bert and Vieillot, from “Histories Naturelles 
. . . des Oiseaux de Paradis,” Paris 1802. 
Dept, of Graphic Arts, Harvard College 
Library, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
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Miss Shakuntala Tambimuttu, 

111 South Street, 

Northampton, 

Massachusetts, 

U, S, A, December 20, 1972. 


■ 

/ 

' / / 

/ / 

I am terribly, terribly sorry not to have written earlier to acknowledge 
receiving the beautiful photograph you «mt to Kay and myself. I have been 
feeling not too good since my return from the U. S. and the difficulties 
involved in establishing a new publishing house have kept me cm the run and 
in bad shape. However, I am feeling much better now. 

I wonder whether you could send me another copy of the picture you 
sent me. tej&ty. 

Besides some of the photographs I took of you in Northampton, I am 
enclosing an article on your grandfather, who unfortunately you never met and 
your uncles Augustine Thurainayagam and Paulinus Thurais Ingham, who is 
living in Loudon at present with his son Freud Yogarajah. 

I cannot really thank what I ean get you for a Christmas present, and I 
hope you will find your own with the enclosed small bank note. 



I hope to see you again soon. 




Editions Poetry London 
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THE INDIAN ARTS COUNCIL IN THE U.K. 


24 Old Gloucester Street, London WC1 
Telephone (01) 242-7367 Telex 885960 Ecohub G 


10 February 1983 


Darling. 

This is ony a proof of notepaper, and the brass plae is outside 
the building. Pupul Jayakar h's written and encouraging letter 
and she will see me late Ilarch or early April. The President of 
Sri Lanka has written me a note with a long letter from the 
Ministry of Culture wanting some questions answered. 

Jack Bxkxx Bark^er will pursue tha matter of a building by 
Lakshman Corea (the President's nephew, you will remember,) 
when he is in Colombo on Feb. 18. He is in Bali at thd moment 
investigating the idea of his building a pe/nsion there and 
organizing A Balinese Festival in Britain with th4 Gallery 
ggg^j^ipating. In Sri Lanka he will of course spend time with 

Hubert, Joe, Page's father (who was in the States during our 
visit).. 

Do you know where you left that brochure on how to use the 
tape recorderThaks for cleaning up the flat so well. 

My fingers seem to be erratic todaay and I am strking the wrong 
keys! I've had the flu, colds snd then ftu again ever since 
you left. Every else seems to have it too. 

Safia's address is 1 Ravindra Mansion, Dinshaw Waccha Road, 
Churchgate, Bombay &&&&2x444x 400 020.. Jack told me you Wanted 
it. I wrote to her today. 

So glad you have gone back to Univ. and are doing some Broadcasting 
I am meeting so many film makers and crews at the moment, I wish 
you were here. Anywy next Year if you want to work on a film 
in Hollywood, the Director has told me you would be welcome. 

Do you think you would have graduated by then? In the meantime 
he is making the same film (Hox's historical RElation of 
Ceylon) as a six hour TV series.) Anyway he can use you 
at any time , even later. His brother in law's films have been 
shown In FILM FESTIVALS here and elsewhere. 

What about your coming here for the holidays? I may have arranged 
finances with the xhx the two Governments by then. 

-V* vAf yfusisk* , Prfrjo 0t N 



Directors in India: Tambimuttu, Ravi Dayal, Sham Lai, Shrikant Verma, Narayana Menon, 
Dineshnandini Dalmia, Keshav Malik, Gautam Sharma (Secretary) 
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IMAGES OF DADDY IN NEW YORK, 1 977 I think would be a n excellent title. 
Are you i5 or 16 ? Sorry to ask but I have been so confused all 
these years which seed to me one horrid night. In the contributors 
column I’ll merely give your age and say you live in Mass, and that 
^vou have 3 go d mothers, including Kathleen Raine but that you have no 
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godfather. Two suggestions for you to consider: In IMAGE I "ana 
artists who created them" should read "arid the artists who created 
them" and the 3ast line of IMAGE 2 will be better, I think, if it 
read "But Tonight there will be another gather^nr..." iSll senu you 
proofs before publication^ t»- c-lt-~v c rt4*L*f 


mafia’s address 
India. She will 
to remember you 
be glad to £ave 
wearing a saree 
from there. In 


is 1 Ravindra Mansion, Dinshaw Waccha Road, Bombay 2, 
be very glad to hear from you. I think she wants 
in her will - a valuable necklace I think. She will 
you stay in Bombay to learn some Indian customs like 
. Ig you are going to Israel it is only a short hop 
Israel itself there is are my friends Henry Adler 


who has a house there for friends although he lives mostly in 

Roland Gardens round here and Robert Friend whose book T am enclosing. 

My benefactor ana friend_Dr Michael. Harari who I believe.fought, 
for the independence of Israel and had nis face ■Dermanently. r ,disj 

I WILL ANSWER YOUR LETTER END OF THE WEEK ./HEN I “HAVE GOT OVER 

AFTER-EFFECTS OF RED FLU which the Queen has also had. Enclosed photo( 
to show how ravaging iacx it can be. Jane WilJ.iams who has been 
assisting with my work got it also and so she had to stay at my place 
ana I looked after her with me having it also. It's impossible to 
be on your own and hospital is best. 


Again love to everybody at home 


J>»A, ^J l ^‘ 
JV 


C~ a** jwc 
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As you see from my notepaper Fred Lewis has now joined my company 
and has invested money in it. xixkhsxKixsBKiTi To start with he 
cleared up a large xhbis sum owed to the Inland Revenue ana he is 
buying three books of my relative Ananda K. Coomaraswamy published 
by Princeton University for publication by Lyrebird, subsidized 
by himself. Telo Reifel who also knows you (you spent some days 
in her apartmentwith mom and me) has also written to say that 
she is investing some money. A pretty good start. Robin Waterfiela 
of Oxford is financing ana diotributing the magazine and my printer 
who is owed £ 5*000 odd and who has been, he says, holding an umbrella 
over me, is a great ally and owns 5 of the iOO voting shares. We have 
frequent meetings and he will reprint some of our out of print books 
for very little money. I hope I build the new Lyrebird on a stable 
foundation. You will inherit 45% of the shares and I am sure Kay cr 
her two sons (who also have bought shares) will vote with you. The 
printer also.’ He only wants to help me - a kind and lovely person 
you must meet. 




As for youj/relatives, their names alone occupy a large book which 
was published by my granafather S.Tambimuttu Pillay in 190'l which 
has been translated and ban brought up to date (you are included/ 
and Esta also l 

*«mr?—tli/I ’ll ask some ox them to write toyu. YouMfnLgnt 
write to yKKrxxiSfKX my sister Josephine Pinto and her husband Frank 
Keewatin Avenue, Toronto 12 ana to your second cousin (i.e. 


’ 12 Road, g^ffijdoor, Berios. 




14 Cornwall Gardens, SW7 4AN Telephone 



1 March 1978 


Darling, 


I have been terribly busy with the revival in all directions, healthwise 
my private doctor has been calling here for the past three weeks to 
to give me an intramuscular injection of vitamins every day and he 
will continue to do so until he leaves for a holiday in Zambia when 
I would have more than recovered from my beri-beri through malnutrition 
and worry.... and on my publications. Am getting ready the 1st numbed, 
as you know, of POETRY LONDON and David Gascoyne’s Collected Poems 
illustrated by Graham Sutherland, T here are sets of unpublished 
illustrations to my original publication POEMS 19.57 ~ ^2 at the Graham 
Sutherland Collection at Picton Castle in Wales, but Graham is willing 
to produce a few more new ones. When I see him I hope to persuade him 
to provide 1978 illustrations entirely if he has the time — he is so 
full of commissions J 

So I haven't had a moment of quiet to write to you except finish my 
last letter to you. I'm enclosing the concludeing page 6. I have 
amplified pages 1-5 as well and they are so messy I will have to have 
them photostated to see if they are legible enough for you to read. 

I may have to ink in my elaborationsif they are illegible, as they 
are to me in my flurry of the moment. Must cath post. 






New Statesman 21 December 1973 


A CHRISTMAS GARLAND 


John Youbetchaman 


l new selection of contemporary poems edited and revised by Edward 
»ygge. Of Pygge’s previous work a critic has written: ‘It combines the un- 
redictability of an F. R. Leavis with the panache of a Raymond Williams, 
he restless intelligence of an Alan Brien with the fierce integrity of a Richard 
ngrams, the ready wit of an Anthony Barber with the moral authority of 
tn Alec Douglas-Home.’ 


Robert Lowly 

Notes for a Sonnet 

Stalled before my metal shaving mirror 
With a locked razor in my hand I think of Tantalus 
Whose lake retreats below the fractured lower lip 
Of my will. Splinter the groined eyeballs of our sin, 

Ford Madox Ford: you on the Quaker golf-course 
In Nantucket double-dealt your practised lies 
Flattering the others and me we’d be great poets, 
flow wrong you were in their case. And now Nixon, 

Nixon rolls in the harpoon ropes and smashes with his flukes 

The frail gunwales of our beleaguered art. What 

Else remains now but your England, Ford? There’s not 

Much Lowell-praise left in Mailer but could be Alvarez 

Might still write that book. In the skunk-hour 

My mind’s not right. But there will be 

Fifty-six new sonnets by tomorrow night. 


Revised Notes for a Sonnet 


On the steps of the Pentagon I tucked my skull 
Well down between my knees, thinking of Cordell Hull 
Cabot Lodge Van du Plessis Stuyvesant, our gardener, 
Who’d stop me playing speedway in the red-and-rust 
Model A Ford that got clapped out on Cape Cod 
And wound up as a seed-shed. Oh my God, my God, 

How' this administration bleeds but will not die, 

Hacking at the rib-cage of our art. You were wrong, R.P. 
Blackmur. Some of the others had our insight, too: 
Though I suppose I had endurance, toughness, faith. 
Sensitivity, intelligence and talent. My mind’s not right. 
With groined, sinning eyeballs I write sonnets until dawn 
Is published over London like a row of books by Faber - 
Then shave myself with Uncle’s full-dress sabre. 


Notes for a Revised Sonnet 

Slicing my head off shaving I think of Charles I 
Bowing to the groined eyeball of Cromwell’s sinning will. 
Think too of Orpheus, whose disembodied head 
Dumped by the Bacchants floated singing in the river. 

His love for Eurydice surviving her dumb move 
By many sonnets. Decapitation wouldn’t slow me down 
By more than a hundred lines a day. R.P. and F.M.F. 

Play eighteen holes together in my troubled mind, 

Ford faking his card, Blackmur explicating his, 

And what is love? John Berryman, if you’d had what it took 
We could have both blown England open. Now, alone, 

With a plush new set-up to move into and shake down, 

I snow-job Stephen Spender while the liquor flows like lava 
In the parlour of the Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava. 


Assailed by Doubt 
outside a 

Public Convenience 
in North London 


Halfway through the last edition 
In my series ‘British Loos’! 

What a triumph! What a mission! 

What a money-spinning ruse! 

Pointing out to art-starved viewers 
Craftsmanship in steel and clay, 

Gaily sloshing through the sewers 
Paddling on my cranky way. 

Oh the sculpted thrones I’d sat on, 

Oh the copper pipes I’d seen! 

With my squashy pork-pie hat on, 

What a lovable old lad I’d been. 

Yet somehow I felt it coming 
What occurred on Barnet’s soil; 

Finding masterworks of plumbing 
Had been rather grinding toil. 

Pausing by the Gents at Barnet 
Under light mid-August rain 
Suddenly I shouted; ‘Darn it, 

Must we go through this again? 

Must we praise this rank urinal 
Does it glow with craft sublime? 

Docs this bog deserve the final 
Accolade of telly-time? 

Though the seats were carved by 

Steiner 

And the cisterns cast at Crewe 

And the tiles brought here from China, 

What the flush is that to you? 

Come to that, I have no inkling 
Who designed this dismal crypt: 

All these names are specious tinkling, 
Filling out a telly script.’ 

Kneeling on the Barnet pavement 
Anguished hands to temples pressed, 
Thus I owned to my enslavement - 
There and then, a man confessed. 

‘List to me,’ I cried, repenting, 
Buttonholing passers-by, 

T can’t stop myself inventing, 
Dreaming, living out a lie. 

Crazed with fraud, my head’s a-flutter, 
Lovely names my wild mind fill: 

Names you’ll often hear me utter - 
No one else, you’ll notice, will. 

Architects you’ve never heard of, 
Muxlowe, French, and Henry Blight; 
Men you’ll never hear a word of, 

For I made them up last night. 

- Engineers like Arthur Major, 
Fallowfield and Bickersteth; 

They sound plausible, I’ll wager: 

No, they never once drew breath. 
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All the trains from Stanhope Plummer 
Down to Cringe and Brampton Quist, 
What a sight they make in summer; 
What a shame they don’t exist. 

Have you heard of Walter Dodding 
Who designed the drains at Kew? 

Yah boo sucks to all those nodding - 
Walter is a figment too.’ 

How much longer can I do it? 

Won’t the public call my bluff? 
Somebody must soon see through it; 
Surely they have had enough. 

Looking up, I saw their faces, 

Eyes aflame, but with what fire? 

‘Well done’, said a man in braces, 

‘Very nice performance, squire.’ 

‘Z-Cars, innit, where I saw you?’ 

(Kind applause bestirred the air) 

‘Don’t look now, they’re waitin’ for you 
Over by the camera there.’ 

Could it be this gentle duffer 
Took me for an acting man? 

Don’t they all believe I suffer, 

Suffer, as a poet can? 

Back to work at once I bounded 
Feeling flustered and absurd: 

Someone coughed, the clapper sounded, 
Once again the camera whirred. 

‘Look at this exquisite railing’ 

Sang my voice, emotion-packed: 

‘Done by Frith, of Steeple Hayling. . .’ 
They were right. It was an act. 


Kingsley Amiss 

What About You? 


When Mrs Taflan Gruffyd Lewis left 

Dai’s flat 

She gave her coiffe a pat 
Having straightened carefully those 

nylon seams 

Adopted to fulfil Dai’s wicked dreams. 

Evans didn’t like tights. 

He liked plump white thighs pulsing under 
thin skirts in packed pubs on warm nights. 

That’s that, then, thought Evans, 

hearing her Jag start, 

And test-flew a fart. 

Stuffing the wives of these industrial 

shags may be all 

Very well, and this one was an embassy 

N bar-room brawl 

With Madame Nhu. 

Grade A. But give them that fatal twelfth 

inch and they’ll soon take their cue 

To grab a yard of your large intestine 

or include your glans 

Penis in their plans 

For that Rich, Full Emotional Life 

you’d thus far ducked 

So successfully. 

Yes, Evans was feeling . . . Mucked 
-up sheets recalled their scrap. 

Thinking barbed thoughts in stanza form 
after shafting’s a right sweat. Time 

for a nap. 


Lord Richard of Wilbur (Mass.) 

Occam’s Razor Starts in Massachusetts 


Occam’s Razor starts in Massachusetts 
Yet in time the Pitti Palace is unravelled: 

An old moon re-arising as the new sets 
To show the poet how much he has travelled. 

Laforgue said missing trains was beautiful 
But Wittgenstein said words should not seduce: 
Small talk from him would at the best be dutiful - 
And news of trains from either man, no use. 

Akhmatova knew of Akhnaten. 

The consonants they shared a fortiori 
Yoked them in the same Gemiisegartcn 
Though Alekhine might tell a different story. 

They all of them together share this lyric 
Where learning deftly intromits precision: 

The shots are Parthian, the victories Pyrrhic 
Banquo’s ghost was not so pale a vision. 

But still you must concede this boy’s got class - 
His riddles lead through vacuums to a space 
Where skill leans on the parapet of farce 
And sees Narcissus making up his face. 


T. S. Tambiguiti 

The Wasted Land 


April is a very unkind month, I am telling you. 

Oh yes. And Summer was surprising us very much, 
Coming over the Tottenham Court Road. 

What are the roots that grab around you, 

What are the branches that grow, actually, 

Out of all this? Can’t you tell me that? 

You know only a heap of images all broken up. 
Under the brown fog of a winter dawn, 

A crowd was flowing over London Bridge, so many, 
So many people there were crossing that bridge 
It was looking like Calcutta. 

There I was seeing somebody I knew and crying out 
Rhanji! Rhanji! You who were with me 
In that correspondence course they were giving 
About how to repair railway engines 
At home. Did you pass? But that was 
A long time ago, oh yes, a long time ago. 

Oh the moon shone very brightly on Mrs Murray 
Who lived in Surrey. 

She washed her feet in chicken curry. 

Twit twit twit twit 
Jug jug jug jug 
Moo 

It is unreal, this place, 1 am telling you that 
Do you listen to what I am telling you? 

Burning burning burning burning burning 
The whole bindaloo is burning, Ghita, 

While you are talking to that silly Mrs Chatterjee. 
These fragments I have shored against my ruins. 
Hurry up please, you must be going home now. 
Hurry up please, please hurry up. 

Good night Rhanji. Good night Satyajit. 

Good night Rabindranath. Good night Assistant 
District Commissioner Cunningham-Price-Alyston. 
Good night. Oh yes. It’s goodnight that I am saying. 
Good night. Good night. Tambiguiti is mad again. 
Good night. 

Shantih shantih shantih. 

It’s only a shantih in old 
Shantih town. 
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21 February 1983 


I have a feeling I wror,e to you about a fornight ago but 
anyway I am making sure. My typingg is rather erratic today 
as you will notice. 

The Indian Arts Council is now registered in this country 
and Pupulhas written encouragingly. I will see her in 
London end of April or early March. Mrs Gandhi sent the 
Minister of Information at India House to visit me and 
report on some details.I hope to visit Sr Lanka again 
in late April at Gvernment expense for discussing the 
project. The Minster of Culture has written bo me at the 
Presdeint's request. 

A proposed Soatitution is being printed for both Councils 
for circulation privately. 1811 send you a copy of the 
Sri Lnkan one next week. 

Rocnie who will be an a'.torny next month got married last 
week end - a Hindu wedding in the morning xnd with lunch 
afterwards and then a Catholic one in the evening follwed 
by a champagen party with strobes, disco and live performers 
and it was strange to see everybody dancing including 
Uncles -ingham and Cryis and ftafexgtx with Babsy and 
daughter. Very prim and proper . The bride and brother 
Pathman with Ghrys were fantastic. 

I must have told you, everyone I know has had the flu and colds 
including myself whence the bad typing With me it has been 
almost continuous and for the past week I have been 
sheltering in the office for some attention! 

I hope you are coming over for the holidays. I hope to travel t' 
Sri Lanka in late April. 











(yjx^rcy ^ (f 


t Ac_ 


8 ^ ^y 

jw4— ^ ^ . 


Directors in India: Tambimuttu, Ravi Dayal, Sham Lai, Shrikant Verma, Narayana Menon, 
Dineshnandini Dalmia, Keshav Malik, Gautam Sharma (Secretary) 
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Two books published in 
Ijondon give colourful ac¬ 
counts_of the Ceylon poet 

T. 'nbimutfu. In ‘Under Siege- 
Uferary Life in London 
la'll 1 -! 945” Robert Hevi^n 
V i -ires the editor cf ‘Poet¬ 
ry Quarterly*, Wrey Gurdi- 
***■<*, with Tambimuttu a; d 
4-ays:— Of the two editors 
T undoubtedly b<id 

more ! Inir, and a number of 
poets, Keiih Douglas particu- 
1: rh', benefited from his in- 
terv.st. Tamb.’muttu had addi¬ 
tional influence as poetry 
editor of Reginald Moor’s ma¬ 
gazine ‘Selected Writing/. 
Keith Douglas whose reputa¬ 
tion h&d been growing • since 
he was published in ‘Eight 
O:-ford Poets’, and whom 
Tambimuttu was ‘happy to 
b olve in the London puhs* 

] . d a premonition that ho 
• u3d die. and this was reflec- 
in his poems. He landed 
in Normandy, and was billed 
ou D-Day. 


A Hies 


r ■ i:-• bid'd a rare 

r -ph o. Iamb muttu 
ukon in the forties in his 
l -ok end says ;is an editorial 
entrepreneur, Tambimuttu had 
acquired an entourage of 
males and females who jour¬ 
neyed with him and the avai¬ 
lability ol the girls kept Tani- 
fcimuttu in good spirits. The 
Apocalyptic Movement says 
Hewison had powerful allies 
iii Herbert Reed and Tambi- 
m tu, and consisted cf wri¬ 
te, s who sensed the rl os, 
t. rjulence. the laughter, and 
t e tears, tie order and rhe 


PP*™ of *h e Id in Its en¬ 
tirely. 

.. T !i e S, tht ‘ r *>'-'*■ a ■!■ 

a i-i - ItiS" - ^'f t pn ^ ry * T «j. 

Oirs 1937 195V bv n.uk s*m- 
Tori v.ho says; ‘ti.c li t 
u ' :cnt 

joJ! »ed D y a second — a 
• ^ a:er wave, contMnfn* 
*’ ox my own generation 

Ji> f m Waner Nic!,<| ls 
M * ^ George Woodcock uhe 
• .nist> 1 .; ptu, n. s. 
v *'1 Rothi 1 Todd Drum- 
a Allison uid Vernon 
; ’ ‘ ? 1 .. .T *:nbumiitjtu un- 

hae W&y Garainer would 
oiten include veteran poc r s 
f>.‘ n Walter ric la Mare 
n1 <*w Voting, and the 1 am- 
‘ 1v reoellious Stephen Spen- 
tltr in the pages 01 Toctry 
London*. 

Stanford continues: ‘nor must 
one torget the egregious Tam- 
bimuttu, the same smile tne 

same benign grin. Tnere js 

something in him that takes 
one over to the realm of poetrv 
Something indescribable. I too 
had felt tnis something — an 
aura, a glamour, not charm 
smee that perhaps Implies a 
jMrwv-willed characteristic, 
whereas tae quality exhaled 
oy Tambimuttu existed witn- 
out moral or social effort, 
r r ~ \ n F locate this element 
I told him once that he made 
think of the Pilgrims’ Cho- 
the opera Sariko an 
analog. *ith which he found 
no lauit/ 

4 S^&niord also refers to Ala- 
gu Subrainaniam, another 
Ceylonese and says ‘Subrama- 
niam was an Oriental trained 
as a Javier. When he smiles a 
the whole of his face lights 
up*bA& a tropical dawn, and 
rv fine eyes became human, 
pazelle-Iike and one unders- 
*-nds partly tire reason fur 
t ,3 trr r-e of adoring female*, 
Stanford writes about an in- 
< dent a: the Annual Generali 
Meeting of the Poefcy Society 
when the editor of Poetry Re¬ 


view Muriel Spark was betv' 

hauled over the coals 
Ah* fie Slopes for making 
r s nerons payments to poe *s 
i depleting the funds of 
: Society Tambimutu’s vJV 
ty id humorous defence of 
Muriel enraged Mari e Stopes. 
Tambimuttu had the courage 
to disagree with a veteran 
> ep ; > f alive of the Society’s 
’ ^ biunnlcdom unlke 

1 I'-hcr 5 peak era. ‘So lncerr 
td did M lie Stopes be:- 
f h;it she shook her umbr la 
11: nv times above Tamblmut- 
tu s head threatening to ©trike 
him if he did not desist 

Colourful 

•Stanford concludes Of all the 
literary characters of the for¬ 
ties, none was so colourful 
as Tambimuttu, the manner 
in which he took over our 
English bohemian ideas and 
approaches strained them 
through * his Tamil make-up 
resulted in something which 
appeared both novel and exo¬ 
tic. I would hazard that the 
personal letters which he 
wrote by way of editorials to 
various issues of Poetry Lon¬ 
don did more to popularizing 
the New Romanticism than 
critical and philosophic lucu¬ 
brations of Henry Treece nncl 
J. F. Henry. Whether or v : 
TambimuUn had drank the 
milk of Paradise or some other 
liquor he was an unforgetta¬ 
ble phenomenon.’ 
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by Norton Weerasinghe 
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Dazzling view of Earth as seen from space (above) shows India , with 
Sri Lanka at its tip: an appropriate choice for Clarke's study wall 


Sri Lanka's number one famous resident (left) takes a trip in his boat. 

It was a passion for skin-diving , born of a professional curiosity to 
sample weightlessness , which first brought Arthur C. Clarke to these parts 


His latest toy (below) is the most powerful telescope in Sri Lanka. Looking 
on is Valerie , fiancee to Clarke's business partner Hector Ekanayake 



which he wrote in 1968 expressly for 
Stanley Kubrick to turn into the 
legendary film, he is perhaps the best- 
known science fiction writer alive, an 
imaginative storyteller who has flirted 
with allegorical or even theological 
themes as audacious as any in H. G. 
Wells or Tolkien or his particular boy¬ 
hood hero, the Merseyside philosopher 
and author of Last and First Men , 


and Waking World , Olaf Stapledon. 

At the same time his career has 
followed a practical, nuts-and-bolts 
track: he forecast the space explora¬ 
tion programme with precision, and 
set out the basic mathematics of com¬ 
munications satellites 20 years before 
they became a reality. 

Both strains are combined in his 
latest, and what he claims will be his 
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IMAGES OF DADDY HI HEW YORK, 1977 I think would be n n excellent title. 
Are you 15 or 1 6 ? Sorry to ask but I have been so confused all 
these years which seen to me one horrid night. In the contributors 
column 1*11 merely give your age and say you live in Mass, and that 
you have 3 godn thers including Kathleen Raine but th t you have no 
godfather. Two suggest! ns for you to consider: In IMAGE I "and the 
artists who created then" should read "and the artists who created 
then" and the last line of IMAGE 2 will be better, I think, if it 
read "But Tonight there v/iJCl be another gathe r^g^ . ^" 1811 send you 
proofs before publication^ C+s**- y *-*■ A*-***~ A* 9 * 


mafia's address is 1 Ravindra Mansion, Dinshaw accha Road, Bombay 2, 
India. She ill be very glad to hear from you. I think she wants 
to remember you in her will — a valuable necklace I think. She will 
be glad to have you stay in Bombay to learn some Indian customs like 
wearing a saree. If you are going to Israel it is only a short hop 
from there. In Israel itself there is are my friends Henry Adler 
who has a house there for friends although he lives mostly in 
Roland Gardens round here and Robert Friend whose book I am enclosing. 


rued wil 

X WXJUJLj jHJLIO WLjXV IWUiA *->***' ****-* *’•*-'*-'** ***-*’ - ***••*' ^ - - - 

AFTER-EFFECTS OF RED FLU which the Queen has also had. Enclosed photo(l) 
to show how ravaging xsti it can be. Jane Williams v;ho has been 
assisting with my work got it also and so she had to stay at ny place 
and I looked after her with me having it also. It’s in os ible to 
be on your own and hospital is best. 


Again love to everybody at hone. 


As you see from ray notepaper Fred Lewis has now joined ny company 
and has invested money in it. AixkhExzcaEHHi To start with he 
cleared up a large xseok sun owed to the Inland Revenue and he is 
buying three books of ray relative Ananda K* Coonaraswany published 
by Princeton University for publication by Lyrebird, subsidized 
by himself. Telo Reifel who also kn ws yeu (you spent some days 
in her a*artnentwith mom and me) has also written to say that 
she is investing some money. A pretty good start. Robin Waterfield 
of Oxford is financing and distributing the magazine and ny printer 
who is owed £5*000 odd and who has been, he says, holding an umbrella 
over me, is a great ally and owns 5 of the 100 voting shares, e have 
frequent meetings and he will reprint some of our out oi print books 
for very little m /ney. I hope I build the new Lyrebird on a stable 
foundation. You will inherit 45% of he shares and I am sure Kay cr 
her two sons (who also have bought shares) will vote with you. The 
printer also ! He only wants to help me - a kind and lovely person 
you must meet. 

As for y urrelatives, their names alone occupy a large book which 
was published by my grandfather S.Tambimuttu Pillay in 1901 wh oh 
has been translated and fens brought up to date (you are included/ 
and Esta also -"married in foreign parts") and will be ublirhed 
end of the year. 1*11 ask some of them to write to y u. You might 
write to ysax:cxxs±EX my sister Josephine Pinto and her husband Frank 
...•30 Kee\*atin Avenue, Toronto 12 and to your see nd cousin (i.e. 
your Aunt) Pushpan Savundra,(Mrs), 12 Ouseley Road, Old Windsor, Berks. 

J/McS ' England. 




1 March 1978 


Dari in", 


I have been terribly busy ith the revival in all directions, healthwise 
ray private doctor has been calling here for the past three weeks to 
to give no an intramuscular injection of vitamins every day and he 
will continue to do so until he leaves for a holiday in Zambia when 
I would have more than recovered from ray beri-beri through malnutrition 
and worry*• •« and on ray publications* Ara getting ready the 1st number, 
as you know, of POETRY LONDON and David Gascoyne’s Col ected Poems 
illustrated by Graham Sutherland, ^ere are sets of unpublished 
illustrations to ray original publication POEMS 1937 -^2 at the Graham 
Sutherland Collection at Picton Castle in Wales, but urahara is willing 


to produce a few more new ones* When X see him I hone to o.suade nira 
to provide 1978 illustrations entirely if he has the time - he is so 
full of commissionsI 


So I haven’t had a moment of quiet to write to you except finish ray 
last letter to you* I’m enclosing the concludeing page 6. I have 
amplified pages 1-5 as well and they are so messy I will have to have 
them photostated As see if they are legible enough for you to read* 

I may have to ink in ay elaborationsif they are illegible, as they 
are to ne in ray flurry of the moment* Must cath post* 






IMAGES OF DADDY IN NEW YORK, 1977 

: » 

Image 1 


Gray and broken, lost in a world of his own 
he sits, not alone, talking like a mad man. 

Once bright eyes now turned melancholy yellowy 
shift slowly to gaze at nothing. 

Finally the glazed globes focus upon 
the carelessly strewn about beer cans whict^ 
compete for attention among the various pi(ces of art, 
and the artists who created them. 

He pauses, as everyone waits expectantly 
for his words of wisdom. 

Slowly, and with expression, he finally speaks 
"Damn! We're out of bloody beer." 


Image 2 


The morning sun rises sending waves of light 

across a dry sea to finally strike the window in brilliant 

splashing crests, illuminating the room within. 

The followers have left it in a flurry of pills 
and alcohol leaving the spoils behind them. 

Daddy lies sprawled as if dead upon the mountains of sheets 
and pillows gasping as a goldfish on the floor. 

Stale music is yet blaring, 

but his ears are deaf to its angry call. 

Sleep will be the order of the day/ 

But tonight there will be another gathering— 







yambimuttu 
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New York, N.Y. 10014 
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Editions Poetry London 


23-AVEtW E C H A MB E RS 4 V ERN O N-R4^AC€-fcON-DON WC1 TE1* 01 242 9424 


1 3 January 1 978 


Darling S/S, 

I heard from my nephew^ that you were now S/S. Safia has gone 
back to Bombay and she was very disappointed that you did not 
send her a ph<fcto of youas a young lady. You really must since 
she also considers you as a member of ymmcxf her family and it 
would be nice to see you in India/ when you are older and I 
am richer.' Joking aside she would really appreciate receiving 
a letter from her goddaughter. 

I hope you were able to collect the other crystal glass from 
Jim Burtle. He is arriving here this month, fred Lewis and 
Telo Reifel who knew you when you were tiny and often enquire 
after you were down twice last year and have rented my office 
room for their future visxxxts. Perhaps they'll be here again 
before the opring which its their next date. 

I am publishing my magazine again in the taring anu am also 
working on my memoirs. There is a great rumpus here over 
the destruction of Graham Sutherland's xstrfcr painting of 
Winston Churchill, commissioned by both houses of Parliament 
as an oOth birthday presnt. His wife disliked it and incinerated 

iti Vandalism says Graham although he didn't really mind. 

David Gascoyne's poems illutrated by Sutherland is the next p . 
on our list. 

I was in the dumps since my last visit to the States but I 
am active again, uo let me hear from you. 



Editor: TAMBIMUTTU Managing Editor: GERALDINE CASH 

Editorial Board: MYFANWY PIPER PATSY WILSON JOHN HOWKINS KEITH JONES Editorial Assistant: JANE F WILLIAMS 
American Editor: BATAAN FAIGAO . 40 Melrose Avenue . Mount Vernon . New York 10552 . Tel: 914-667-1981 
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to 
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PREVIEW 


This year, report' our scouts Sandie Newman and 
Jon Clark, saw an increased number of entries for 
Eights Week; so many, in fact, that the bottom four 
divisions were forced to row on. A total of T.7S1 
people have been training on the river this term, a fact 
which has been graphically demonstrated by a rash of 
collisions, accidents, capsizings and other minor 
calamities along the river in recent weeks. A number 
of crews have actually trained elsewhere on the river, 
raising the possibility of a debate in the near future on 
how much more rowing expansion Oxford can take. 

The standard of first Eights is rather lower than it 
has been in recent years because fewer third year men 
are out this term. Schools Eights, on the other hand, 
are correspondingly stronger, and this may produce 
some unusual results in the lower divisions. None¬ 
theless, those who are sufficiently restrained in 
administering the Pimm's bottle are sure to see some 
fine and exciting rowing, regardless of the weather. 
Here are Cherwells detailed scouting reports on the 
top men's and women's divisions _. 


1st Division 


ORIEL: The presence of so many University oarsmen in this 
crew should ensure that they retain their headship. 
Appearances, mind you, can be decep:ve:this rather scrappy 
crew is moving very fast. Undoubtedly t^e fastest crew on the 
river. 

Prediction: Head of the River 
KEBLE: Due to the international purse ts of their Blue Boat 
stern pair, sporadic practice leaves Keble with little hope of 
catching Oriel. The loss of former OUBC president Wigginsfor 
the first three days may make it difficult to keep ahead of St. 
E dmund HaU,_ _< 


Prediction: Down one 
ST. EDMUND HALL: With a new boat and new oars, this 
:rew looks like it means business. Aggressively stroked by 
3lue Rob Moore, they are looking mean and powerful and 
should catch Keble over the second half of the course. 

Prediction: Up one 

NEW COLLEGE: Nearly fined recently for being on the river 
between 5:00 and 7:00, the uncoordinated flailings of this 
crew's blades remind one of a decapitated spider New College 
were last seen having trouble with Somerville I. Even Blue 
Boat coach Steve Royle can't save them from their fate this 
week. 

Prediction: Down four 
BALLIOL: Slightly suspect bowside bladework afflicts this 
crew at times. Another new boat here, but unlike Teddy Hall 
not quite the crew to match. They have, however, trained hard 
and are one of the better Eights on the river. It's not incon¬ 
ceivable that they might be able to thwart Christ Church's two 
year plan for reaching the headship. 

Prediction: Static/Up one 

CHRIST CHURCH: Crew changes have at last galvansec 
this crowd into action. A dramatic improvement over the last 
two weeks could mean that this large, powerful and ar sto- 
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• Beaten Wadham in foreground with victorious 
St Hugh's in the background. _ 
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WORCESTER: Too gooc a crew for the Second Divisior 
although they have neve- managed quite to live up to 
expectations. Worcester are short in the water but move far 
particularly off the start. Thev are determined to achieve t « 
bump supper they missed a: Torpids. 

Prediction: Up Three of Four 
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PEMBROKE: It is unforT^nate that the two most ke*v 
candidates for bump suppers are together here B ues 
Crawford and Wood are hungry for their third in as many years, 
and have been striving hard to match their competent and 
cohesive second four with an inexperienced bow four. 

Prediction: Up Three Plus 
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ST. JOHN'S: Without the r Isis man, St John's will 
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bankruptcy for lack of fine 
money, orwillLeoSharpston 
keep up the good work? She 
has been fining so many 
Christ ChurcK boats that 
they afe rumoured to be 
taking their revenge by fining 
Leo for taking her bike 
through their meadows. 

Other news this week — 
Rob Moore has failed the 
ultimate controlled test and 


proved to be more spineless 
than Mike Diserens: ex- 
Secretary Russell Cockford 
nas been spied behind the 
boathouse with his intimate 
friend Hugh Jorgan; 
naughty, naughty Blue John 
Fail has been fined for not 
attending a coxing lesson, 
and Desmond 'Ges should 
have been the five man' Hill 
has been stealing Cherwel/'s 


inside information on the 
state of certain crews As well 
he might. 

And I am offering odds 
of 2 to 1 on the 
Inebriate going to 
the Head. 


Cheers, 
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Oriel First Eight: favourites to stay Head of the River 


Still trying to row their rubber duck. St. 

woman coach has achieved remarkable 
he most interesting thing about this crew is 
ig — the same sort that Cambridge wore in 
ace. Enough said? 

Prediction: Static 
idering the standard of performance of their 
arising that this crew is not any better than it 
Jtter second Eights, but just haven't quite 
t class. 

Prediction: Static/Up 
E: Big and powerful if somewhat one-paced. 
>gether for a very long time and that is bound 
3y have never been bumped, and should 
gress. 


-. a D»«y r**- ”■ z. 

b 




Do it yourself sco 
appropriate box; 
downward; if the b 


DIVISION I 

1. Oriel 


2. Keble 


3. St. Edmund Ha 

4. New College 

5. Ball iol 


6. Christ Church 

7. Merton 


8. Lincoln 


9. University 

10. Exeter 


11. Wadham 


12. Magdalen 


DIVISION II 

13. Worcester 


14. Pembroke 


15. St. John's 


16. Corpus Christi 

17. trinity" 


18. Queen's 


19. Christ Church 

20. Jesus 


21. St. Caterine s 

22. St. Pete r's 

23. Oriel II 


24. Osier House 


WOMEN'S 
DIVISION I 

1. Wadham 


2. St. Hugh's 


3- LMH 

4. St. Catherine s 


5. Hertford 


6. Somerville 


7. Jesus 


8. Wolfson 


9. Corpus Chrs- 

10. St. Hilda's 


11. Linacre 


12. St. Anne's 


Yes, Very Expensive Toys,These £ 


HOW DO you build a racing 
boat? It was in search of an 
answer to this question that I 
went to see George Harris. 


whose name will be fa" 


to those who have sped past 
his racing boat bus ness on 
the Thames. 

Mr. Harris *as bee- 
bij d Doats xx* over twe— % 


years. 'They have become 
~ore sophisticated " he said. 
‘ The hull itself hasn't 
changed so much, but the 
r jggers have, everyone now 
expects that everything ca r 
be ad ^sxed ." 

"*e basic ra*e r as that 
V' -arris neeos are 8 *eet 
e'vr's of —a' 


Prediction: Up 
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Do it yourself scoring _ for a bump mark up in the 
appropriate box; if the boat is bumped, mark » 
downward; if the boat rows on, a straight line will do. 

DIVISION 1 

1. Oriel 1 

Wed 

Thurs 

Fri 

Sat 1 

2. Keble 





3. St. Edmund Hall 





4. New College 
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5 Ball iol 





6. Christ Church 





7 Merton 





Q Lincoln 





9. University 





10. Exeter 
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11. Wadham 
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12. Magdalen 
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DIVISION II 

13. Worcester 
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| 14. Pembroke 





1 15. St. John's 
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16. Corpus Christi 





1 17. Trinity 





I 18. Queen's 

I 19. Christ Church II 





I * 20. Jesus 

21. St. Caterine s 





1 22. St. Peter’s 





1 23. Oriel II_ 

1 24. Osier House 
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| DIVISION 1 

1. Wadham 





2. St. Hugh's 





3. LMH 





4. 5>t. Catherine's 





5. Hertford 





6. Somerville 





7. Jesus 





8. Wolf son 





9. Corpus Christi 





10 St Hilda's 





11. Lina ere 
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plywood from Africa which he 
has to shape and fasten 
round a Canadian Spruce 
frame. The plywood is joined 
by a 'scarph' — a small 
overlap stuck with water- 
resistant glue. The main body 
of the boat, once finished, is 
covered with terelyne cloth 
When I visited him he had 
just completed a one-man 
sculling boat. Almost every- 

4 mm thn cost tn 


WADHAM: Untidy, but they pull hard and are very 


Prediction: Down 


ST. HUGH'S: This large, powerful and technically 


Prediction: Head of the River 


LADY MARGARET HALL: Infinitely better than the twr 


Prediction: Up 


ST. CATHERINE'S: Unrealistically placed, and with r 
Blues to help them theis year, Catz are a small g- 
inexperienced crew. Don’t expect them to row far. 

P^edctJC* Dow 


HERTFORD: Something of a disappc asr 

excellent crew. They have shown a MMapMi 
late not it will likely not be enough |te 


SOMERVILLE: If certain mer-oe^s s : 
sober, Somerville could get four Dumps for 
year. They prefer demolishing men's crews wnicn o> 2 
accounts they heve been doing both well and often Oneofth- 
two fastest women's boats. Do it for Maggie g r! s 


JESUS: Nice crew. A shame about 


Also, the river is much more 
crowded so there is more 
cnance of an accident." 

Recently Mr. Harris has 
nad to repair boats with no 
null or stern and some that 
have literally split in two. 
With boats averaging 57ft in 
length, and a river which is 
extremely congested, there 
will be no shortage of work for 
George Harris this summer. 


WOLFSON: A- aggressive and ke en c 
been training ver\ -ard and should continue tmrmmvmV* 
rankings this wee* 


Prediction: Lfc 


CORPUS CHRISTI: A large crew with a highly 
experienced stern four. Far too lowly placed in the standings as 
they only rowed on last year. CCC should add a few bumps te 

the four they gamed last year. 

Prediction Up sever a 


ST. HI LDA'S: Badly placed. Sandwiched in amongst sc^e 
very fast boats at the bottom of the Division, this quite 
respectable crew w.ll at least go down with honour 

Prediction Dowr 


LIN ACRE: Aga n. too good for the bottom of t^e Drv«K>~ 
One of the better women's Eights, they are like y to rise tc a 

mnrp annrnnriate 'S^kinQ. 
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bankruptcy for lack of fine 
money, or willLeoSharpston 
keep up the good work? She 
has been fining so many 
Christ Church, boats that 
they afe rumoured to be 
taking their revenge by fining 
Leo for taking her bike 
through their meadows. 

Other news this week — 
Rob Moore has failed the 
ultimate controlled test and 


proved to be more spineless 
than Mike Diserens: ex- 
Secretary Russell Cockford 
nas been spied behind the 
boathouse with his intimate 
friend Hugh Jorgan; 
naughty, naughty Blue John 
Fail has been fined for not 
attending a coxing lesson, 
and Desmond 'Ges should 
have been the five man' Hill 
has been stealing Cherwell's 


inside information on the 
state of certain crews. As well 
he might. 

And I am offering odds 
of,2 to 1 on the 
Inebriate going to 
the Head. 
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DIVISION 

1. Oriel 


2. Keble 


3. St. Edmund Ha 

4. New College 

5. Ball iol 


6. Christ Church 

7. Merton 


8. Lincoln 


9. University 


10. Exeter 


11. Wadham 


12. Magdalen 


DIVISION II 

13. Worcester 


14. Pembroke 


15. St. John's 


16. Corpus Christi 

17. Trinity 


18. Queen's 


19. Christ Church I 

20. Jesus 


21. St. Caterine's 

22. St. Pete r's 

2 3. OrielTT 


24. Osier House 


WOMEN'S 
DIVISION I 

1. Wadham 


St. Hugh's 


LMJj_ 

4. St. Catherine's 


5. Hertford 


6. Somerville 


7. Jesus 


8. Wolfson 


9. Corpus Christi 


10. St. Hilda's 


11. Linacre 


12. St. Anne's 
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8 March 1983 


Shakuntala, 

It was good hearing from you and to know that 

you are feeling settled which is a marvellous thi£g. 

1 have written to 36 po ible subscribers to the 
founding of the Indian Arts Council from which I am 
taking a rest by writing to several London publishers who 
may b&sh to take on the major part of the projected 
Indian Library. 

we shall be calling an inaugural meeting of the U.K. 

Branch around the time Pupul arrives and I hope the 
Founder and Life Memeberships which will cost about £500 
and £250 respectively will bring in the initial 
capital. 

Are you sure your are only free from March 19 to March 27? 
Should it be Apnil27? & don 1 hink I can readily 
raise the cash for the fare at the moment 


The_landlords have decorated and carpeted the hall and 
stairway and are decorating the outside at the moment 
so I have sought refuge in the office. I am mostly heee 
except on Mondays when i goto Gloucester Street 
to collect the mail. x think I told you Roonie got 
married fcs In a Hindu wedding in the morning and 
a Catholic onein Kensington in the evening. She will be 
a full fledged Civil lawyer next month. Carol Aloysius' 
sister married ^ingham's son Freud Tambimuttu (Yogarajah). 


I don't know whether yoy took the addresses of your 
two first cousins in the States. They are: Thivi’am 
Tambimuttu 1391 38th Avenue//4 °an Franscisco Ca.94122 
(Tel: 415 664 2878)and Varathan Tambimuttu 1770 Franck Ave. 
Santa Clara Cal. (phone 408 248 2592. The sister you liked 
Damyanthi (@Easwaran) Chandran P.O.Box 20954, Kitwe, 

Zambia. Do Keep in touch with them, if you have the time. 


I hope you have writ en to Safia by now to thank her 
for her hospitality. I think she is browned off with 
me for not having writtento her earlier, Her Address: 
1 Ravindra Mansion, Dinshaw Waccha Road, Churchgate 
Bombay. 

y/H At* -— 

/L&V * 

' / 
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14 Cornwall Gardens, SW7 4AN Telephone 01 584 1285 


My darling Shakuntala, 


It is a damned shame I cannot com^over this year for your 
birthday, as I very fcc xjwtn t to. I am publishing about 

25 books this year (I think I sent you a copy ocf my catalogue) 
and I am horribly busy for our launching with four or five 
new books on June the 15th. I only wish you, mummy, pop 
and Andre-Izak could come over for our launching party which 
will be much publicised on the radio, TV and the press. With 
three new girls from an Agency working here, who must be 
trained, I have even been unable to rush out to buy you a 
birthday present. You must forgive me and I hope you won’t 
ffllrlfe buying your own. With enclosed note,^ 


But, I will definitely be coming over to New York in August 
and I hope to see you then. 

I am enclosing a recent photo (taken a fortnight ago) in Switzerland 
where I was with Tiww a fhy (Timothy) Leary, the man you met 
in m the New York estate, to settle up some details on the 
book we are publishing by him. It’s in the catalogue. I’ve been to 

Frace twice since I last saw you there to sign up authors like 

Henri Michaux and Julien Gracq. I also spent a week-end with the 
famous French mime, Marcel Marceau, at his courfjry house in 
Dreux near Paris. We f are thinking of publishing a book of his 
lithographs and poems.. He’ll be performing inLondon for a 
month and I hope to see a lot of him»it thin ti n You must 

forgive my typing. Am not used to this machine which 

is an IBM priwg printer. 

I think of you, mum and family all the time. You are always 
in my thoughts and only very sad that I never hear from you. 

Will you drop me a note? 


All my love. 



y *• * 



People had have come to see me and I had to stop. 


ft 


14 Cornwall Gardens, SW7 4AN Telephone 01 584 1285 


My darling Shakuntala, 


It is a damned shame I cannot com^over this year for your 
birthday, as I very fcc xjwtn t to. I am publishing about 

25 books this year (I think I sent you a copy ocf my catalogue) 
and I am horribly busy for our launching with four or five 
new books on June the 15th. I only wish you, mummy, pop 
and Andre-Izak could come over for our launching party which 
will be much publicised on the radio, TV and the press. With 
three new girls from an Agency working here, who must be 
trained, I have even been unable to rush out to buy you a 
birthday present. You must forgive me and I hope you won’t 
ffllrlfe buying your own. With enclosed note,^ 


But, I will definitely be coming over to New York in August 
and I hope to see you then. 

I am enclosing a recent photo (taken a fortnight ago) in Switzerland 
where I was with Tiww a fhy (Timothy) Leary, the man you met 
in m the New York estate, to settle up some details on the 
book we are publishing by him. It’s in the catalogue. I’ve been to 

Frace twice since I last saw you there to sign up authors like 

Henri Michaux and Julien Gracq. I also spent a week-end with the 
famous French mime, Marcel Marceau, at his courfjry house in 
Dreux near Paris. We f are thinking of publishing a book of his 
lithographs and poems.. He’ll be performing inLondon for a 
month and I hope to see a lot of him»it thin ti n You must 

forgive my typing. Am not used to this machine which 

is an IBM priwg printer. 

I think of you, mum and family all the time. You are always 
in my thoughts and only very sad that I never hear from you. 

Will you drop me a note? 


All my love. 



y *• * 



People had have come to see me and I had to stop. 
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24th November 1972 


X. A. Jeyarajah Esq 

Managing Director 

Ceylon Printers Ltd 

Sir Chittampalam Gardiner Mawatha 

Colombo 2 


My dear Cousin, 

A, a Benedict has translated the MANIAMPATHIAR SANTHATHIMURAI, 
and brought it up to date. 

My brother, Singham, has brought a TS for me and I am wondering 
whether you and Uncle Ratna would undertake its publication in Ceylon. 
Please lot me know. A section of it is being written up in THE 
GENEOLOGIST in Britain by Anthony Dickins, who also tells me another 
institution here would be interested in its publication - I've forgotten 
its name. 

It was so lovely seeigg you in England, and I hope we will meet again 
soon. My very special love to you and Teasy. 

In the greatest haste. 


Tambimuttu 


